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Errors in Judgment and Practice, with rela- 
tion to the true Happineis and Perfection of 


| ar that Scheme, whatever it be, 
has the juſteſt Title to a perfection of Under- 
ſtanding. And this is what the Pſalmiſt here 
.  Imwplies « of the Belief and Practice of true Re- 
gion, or following the Laws of God. Now 
= that this i is.not too. wg tan or partial a Teſ- 
timony concerning the Excellency and Wiſ- 
dom of Religion, I ſhall endeavour to make 5 
wt e a theſe Conſiderations: 85 


- * 25 


1 That the End Religion wats is Ry 
moſt noble, and. ſe As of a ratio- | 
nal Soul. 

II. That this End i is not imaginary, . 
beyond our Reach, but attainable b by u 
II. That when attained, it will fully an- 
ſwer all our Expectations and Defires 

And, 


* 


7 5 


at, till i it is attained, it will in the ” 
mean time have the moſt happy Infla- } 
ences oy Pon” us in all our jo a Furt 75 * 


t 8 of abe Follies. 4 Ditappoint- 


& 


med en me be rejalved bb is That 
| they either propoſe low and baſe Ends to 


themſelves, or ſuch as are abſolutely, or pro- 


bably at leaſt, out of their Reach, and conſe- 
fs d their Labour in the 


Purſuit is vain; or 


ch as fail _— the Attainme nt A * 


are attainable; 


1 ech as 838 cannot 7 conſiſtently with 
their other Purpoſes, and conſequently with- 
out great Pain and Diſquiet. And he then 

muſt ſurely beſt deſerve the noble Appellation 

of the wiſeſt and moſt prudent of Men, who 
propoſes the moſt noble Ends, provided they 
provided they will be ſufficient 
to anſwer all his Purpoſes when attained; 
| and provided they will have the bappieſt In- 
fluences upon him during the Purſuit. And 
how far this is the religious Man's Caſe wil 
| 1 ſorne nero fn veg bot we N 


Ot 
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5 1 Thatithe End Religioti-propole 

oſt noble and moſt worthy of a rational 
Soul. What End ſo great and noble in 1 Itſelf, 
as the procuring the Love and Fayour of Al. 
mighty God, and the advancing his Glory in 
the World? What End ſo worthy of a ratio 
nal Soul, as that of anſwering the Deſigns for 
which God. brought it into Being? And theſe - 
are the Ends which Religion propoſes ; and 
which the good Man purſues both ſteadily and 

_ conſiſtently, and takes the wiſeſt and —.— 
effectual Methods to attain them. Every in 
telligent Being, that thinks · at all, muſt be 
ſenſible of his Dependance on that ſuperior | 
Being to whom he owes his Exiſtence, arid 


on whoſe Favour or Diſ leaſure his Happineſs - 


or Miſery muſt depend. Every Man muſt 


ior Na little able he is to govern the 
e B 2 Powers 


ab | | & and mol "il 7 w 2 it 


_ _ "tainty remove and redreſs them; and his Love 
_ and Friendſhip is therefore the wiſeſt End the 
Mind of Man can. if then it be 
„„ ing to labour after. his Love; 
8 Religion alone can be po true Wiſdom, 
- fince that alone is the prope Means, which 
3 his Revelations point 
bis Favour and Pro- 
ol nothing elſe, 
1 to us, or diſcover- 
able Ius; e un in ant of M 1 


- 


* 


e 


Fl . 
one Way, all his 


ing dür Parfaits : as we do our Dick; 4 
great Folly and Weakneſs of Mind, as it im- 
plies the a Want of —.— in the Choice 
of our Objects, or Levity and Inconſiſteney in 
the Purſuit of em And it is therefore a 
farther Argument of the religious Man's Wiſ- 
doi, that he never finds Reaſon to alter his 
Choice. Experience 3 his Judgment 
of Things, and every Step he takes in his 
Progreſs in Piety < diſcovers new Charms and 
Lovelineſs in it. The farther he pre ; 
the more Encouragement he finds; and the 
more he reflects, the more he is convinced, 
that it muſt' be'his beſt Underſtanding to-pur- 
ſue the Ends for which he was created; and 
that he can no other wife do this," than by a 


trul 2 religious Courſe of Life. 
hat can we imagine coule | be the Deſign 
Being in gong. 


ki all-wiſe and all- good 
us theſe thinking Powers, and this Liberty of 
Action, unleſs it were to diſplay his Honour 
and Glory in the Contemplation: and Imitation 
of his Nature and Works; to magnify his 
Goodneſo, and imitate B Perfections; to 
improve theſe noble Faculties, by dedicating | 
them to his Will, and, as far as our little 
Sphere of Action will give leave, to exert the 
fame Goodneſs and Benevolence to others, 
which we ſee. wonderfully diſplayed in every 
Fare of the Cn — What Ends lefs noble. 


yg ood Being, in a this — of his R 
: <> in giving us Luser And what is the 
andi uninterrupted Purſuit of all this, but, in 
bother Words, to be truly religious? To be- 
ow in obey, and. glorify the God who made 
and redeemed us; to improve and perfect the 
1 _ chat animates us, and to love, pics 
and do Good to all about us, this, and this 
_ al. 8 true Religion; and a due Senſe and 
Conũderation of this is that Undenſtanding 
which the Plalmiſt' ſo devoutly implores at 
the Hands of God. Give me Underſtanding 7 

t conſider what Iam, and for what — 

I was made; Give me Underſtanding to diſ- 
cern, and Wiſdom _ attentively to weigh and 
- conſider, what are the moſt noble and ſublime 
Fa in which the Mind of Man can be 
T ſhall keep thy Law. The Laws of God are 
5 the only Means to attain theſe glorious Ends, 
 the..ſeveral Steps by which we muſt advance 
+0. this final bon; and to obey them is 
therefore io know Wiſdom and Inſtruction, and 
o percei ve the Wards of Underſtauding. Which 
Wiſdom does farther appear in this, that the 
1 it er is . N thus he, ai 
= II. 3 * us. 1 it 0 Wiſdom to 
1 lh the moſt noble Ends, it is only ſo, on 
Eondition that they * within our Reach. To 
45 | = employ | 


nd 8 in 0 
arch of any abſent Good, how Ne ig 


A 8 


| | employ. our n A 
ever in itſelf, which we can never attain, 
vain and unprofitable, and therefore. fooliſh, 
And yet this Mark of Folly evidently appears 
in — of thoſe Views which the World calls 
great and noble. We ſet our Affections on 
Things out of our Power; propoſe Attain- 
ments not only difficult and uncertain, but 
abſolutely out of our Reach, which muſt 
therefore end in certain Sorrow and- Diſap- 
pointment. Riches neither are nor can be 
every Man's Portion; and Power and Diſtine, 
tion are the Allotments only of a few; and of 
the many therefore who'place their Happineſs 
in them, the greateſt part muſt neceſſarily 
conſume cheir- Days in Vanity, and their Years. 
in fruitleſs 7 roubke. But the religious Man 
has this Advantage „ that he cannot be diſap- 
pointed. The ae den End he purſues he is 
ſure to compaſs. It is in every Man's Po-wer 
to believe the Truths of Religion, and to be 
juſt and benevolent, and conſequently to im- 
prove his on Faculties, and promote the 
Honour of his Maker. Every Advance in 
Chriſtian Graces is a Step to Perfection; and 
= whoever does moſt Good to others, is ſa ure to 
do moſt Service to. himſelf. He is ſure to im- 
prove his own Mind, and to pleaſe his God; 
is ſure to draw down upon him the Bleſſings. 
of Heayen, and to, procure the Afiiſtance of. 
Zod's bah Spirit; he is ſure to meet with no 
B 4 DEE 


N < 


pen, in . which will be 100 hard 
which ſhall not meet 2 "And | 

efore to labour after a Conſcience wid of 
ende towards Cod and towards Man, is very 
Man's true Wiſdom; becauſe it is purſaing 
an End, not only great, but within his Reach. 
It is in his or m Power, through the Grace of 
his bleſſed oc; — — — in it; 


4 * 


— That thi Wiſdom of med 
yer 1 more fully: appear in this, that .the End 
Doſes is not only the moſt noble and 
cafily attainable ; but when attained will 

fully anſwer all our Exp 0 and Deſires, 
Earthly Attainments and Delights have uni- 

| this Deſect, that though they fatiate, 
| ane ae If they gratify one Ap- 
petite, leave others craving. If they 
could ir all the inſerior Pacuities i in the 
higheſt Degree, the Mind would ſtill be reſt- 
: —4 and . = 0g api after ſuperior Gra- 
ficntions. And if t. ee af once filt 


. midit of all +4 ds Pain and — for 
fear of dai * rad he knew to deper 


4h. But this we know, that the H 


i 2 bs of —* are dee to 7 
pow On and ö 2 ate, i | 


From ihe Tnabthry: of the Donor to give ber. 
ter, or the Unſuitableneſs of the Object te 
| Faculty; 3 or the periſhable Nature Wye 
ſon enjoying, or the Thing e nd 
neither of theſe Caſes can happen ir 

ture Manſions of Blifs. The God of Nature 
can want no Power; what. he | for 
the Gratification of every Appetite, muſt be 
correſpondent and equal to it, and every thing 
of a. ble Nature will be done away. 
This we may probably infer by the Deduc- 
rions of Reaſon ; this we know by the _ - 
tions of God himſelf; and this is all we ſhall 
or can know. of future Glory, till our preſent 
Imperfections are removed, and this Morta- 
hity is fewallowed up of 14 4. All the Images 
we can now form of future Happineſs are 
but very feint ark imperfect Repreſentations of 
what ſhall be hereafter. Nothing that we know | 
or converſe with on 


equal Sentiments of heavenly - we 
no ſee all celeſtial Joys ay through a Glaſs, 


= * de the Happinets of the 
3 4 whole 


Earth can 'conyey to us 


. G il Kind th theſe —— are, or how 
to — nk: _—_ 


WE apnd--oe::rheaſe ran 3 Pop 
good Man, the Willow of hi Choice #s.very 
apparent, —_ he can neither deſcribe nor 


—— hos —_— 0 them. Det to 


r, muſt. ot be 


„that 

| — to 8 Diſtance ; and that there- 
fore great Abatement. ought to be made on 
| that Account, with —— to the Prudence of 
eferring chem, when weighed in the Ba- 
ace with thoſe which are as certain and 
nearer at hand. And therefore I add, as a far- 
ther Proof of the Wiſdom of Religion, that 
the good Man not only chooſes ſuch an End 
as is noble, moſt attainable, and moſt 
Star cel, but alſo fuch a one 
ON TTCE 


5 2 L 1 5 ; 2 
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IVchly, Have the moſt happy . on 
hike all his other Purſuits, till ſuch time as 
he arrives at the Enjoyment of it: Or in 
other Words, that the Belief and Practice of 
true Religion will not only procure a Man. 


eternal Felicity hereafter, but likewiſe be of 


the greateſt —— to him here in the 
mean while; and will have the moſt happy 
en on his Mind, however e in Life, 


3 i 
* 


8 8 
4 TE ate?” OO ae tc 8 


IJ 


<< 


on e laudable Purſnits 
This will a 

worſt and belt lights in which we can jane 
him to be paced, and obſervin 
will affect him. If we ſuppoſe a Man poor, 
deſpiſed, out of Repute, and wanting every 
| thing that. the World: calls 
This Man, without Religion, is beyo 


and he loaths himſelf. 
a miſerable animal Life, which is more wretch- 


wan Seaſon; the Winds and Waves may beat. 


s RR MON E 


ppear by conſideting a Man 0 "the 


great and good: 


preſſion wretched; he has no Refuge . — 


or without him. Without are Scorn, Inſults, 
Reproaches; within gnawing Appetites, which 
he cannot fatisfy ; and tormenting Paſſions, 
which he cannot conquer. He is without 
Proſpect of Redreſs, or Hope 
God deſerts him, Men deſpiſe and abuſe him, 


In ſhort, he drags on 


of Comfort. 


ed than that of the loweſt of Brutes, in as 


much as he is conſcious of his Miſery, which 

they are not. But if on the other hand we 

ſuppoſe this Man, thus low and loathſome, 
to make Religion his conſtant Concern, how 


different is his Caſe ! He will then be all joy- 


ous within, however gloomy without. Gleams 
of Light will break in upon him in the midſt 


of all his Sorrows, He can account for his 
Sufferings, and learn to bear them with Pa- 


tience, if not Alacrity. His Peace of Mind 
Z gives him. a N * Soul, wake is Proof 
againſt all. the Frowns and Sever 


ties of the 
World. He ſtands like a Rock in a * 


againſt 


* 


how Religion 


* 


| — * 01 «So deprived: It 
darts Beams * Thee Bog the thickeft 
Clouds; and he has at leaſt this great, this 
unſpeakable Comfort, that he knows his Mi- 
. ery will ſoon be at an End, and be followed 
ha. + pens; ere eternal Weight of Glory. 
Agen; Let us ſuppoſe a Man arrived at the 
gheſt Pitch of Human Aory, IT 
_ the n „Apes of Mey, and fee wha 
this Man's Call will be with, and without, 
- Religion. All things ſtile about hit, Men 
ene fed rag, _— 18 in Ap 
eee N 
=. Sond.” and. par, Bey gon 
But has he f ; _vithin him to torment 
him? Has he no \ Paſſions to conquer, the | 
Indulgence of which will give him continual | 
Diſquiet? Is he ſure not to defire another | 
World, when he is Maſter of this? Is he ſure 
not to be cholerick and peeviſh, and not to 
be angry, becauſe be cannot command the 
PRs Nature too? Can he look on others 


nvy « Jes 240 
4 eme bi beſt jonny, — 
ds will Ain be Habe to Diſappointments and 
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Dine a8 in n Blood ; even the Oratifics : 
by the very Act of 3 D 
they ſhew that-they are ers Have themſelves. 

But we will. Ender ſuppoſe our Man of 
Power and Wealth to be a Man of P rude 


„and to reſtrain. his Apj with Dit. 
cretion merely for the fake * Eaſe and Quiet: 


Let all this Wil not ſecure him againſt Fear 


neſs.) If he is temperate, muſt he there- 
hi 5 a high 


be unthinking too? Either he hs 
Taſte and Reliſh of his Pleaſures, or he has 
not. I be has nor. Where i is — 
ſerving them; and the Thoughts of an Inter- 
3 Deprivation of them muſt be very 
S. And if we go as far as Im Nination 
can do in his Behalf, and ſuppoſe hi - 
brave as well as regular, able to face Sicks i 
neſs or Death with little Concern, yet, after 
all, bis Gratifications riſe no higher than 8en- 
8 fuality. He can have no Pleaſure, but what 
ag from the G n of his Senſes, or 
; Reflections on his Pt e 
; Power. The ſublime" Pleaſures 
chat fow from the Love were and | W . 


8 E RMO 


E: that can poſſibly be be 0 
; ih | "0 nag: + in Luft and L 


give to an he rt a0 
_ bond is-he in himſelf, and og a Blef- 
bang to Mankind! ke Power is'a general Be. 


Sen 1 Where: like gentle Showers to 
à thirſty. Soil; a whole Comm is refreſh- 
ed by them; and the more Benefit they reap, 
the higher his Satisfactions riſe. He is the 
Idol of Man, and the Favourite of Heaven. 
He enjoys all that mortal Man can do, with- 
out Remorſe or Fear of Danger. He bas no- 
Tg to reproach himſelf withal ; and it: is 
Man's en to preſerve him. His 
. turbulent Paſſions are under the Reſtraints of 
Reaſon and Religion; and he therefore ſuffers 
as little from them, as is conſiſtent with a State 
of Imperfection. He feels not the v ſeight of 
the inevitable Calamities of human Life, - be- 
cauſe Gd anſwers him in the Foy of bis Heart. 
And he has no Reaſon to be: afraid or un- 
willing to reſign his Enjoyments, becauſe he 47 
W W 


VVV 
| well knows they are but the Pledges of a bet-. 
ter Inheritance. In ſhort, he lives the Life, 
and reaps the Satisfactions of a rational Being, 
and he dies in Peace. 
| Thus it may appear what 1 Influences 
the Belief and Practice of Religion will have 


on the Minds of Men in any Circumſtances, 


as well the Rich 256 the Powerful, as the 
Poor and the Oppreſſed; hence may ap 
the ineſtimable «gr of 1 5 Benefits, which 
the World can neither give nor take av _ 
and conſequently | how exceeding prefera 
even oppreſſed Virtue and deſpiſed Innocence 
are to proſperous and triumphant Wickedneſs. 
Neither Fortune nor Solitude can ſcreen a bad 
Man from himſelf; neither Want nor Vio- 
lence can rob a good one of his Peace. To 
which if we add the Greatneſs, the Attainable- 
_ neſs, and the Sufficiency of the future Re- 
wards of Piety ; it cannot ſurely be doubted, 
but that 70 fear the Lord is 5 Beginning of 
Wiſdom, and that ro any: bis * 
ts OPIN” N | 
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tte ſlaying of Animals, * 


5 2 at | bis Wikio 76 5 Gooe ies? - 
What Chriftian can look back and ſce the 
: End and Defigny of all theſe nuthberleſß Types 
— their Deſecs ſopplied, and the 
great Work of his Salvation com tered: by the 
. rigs and Sacrifice of the Eternal Word 
incarnate, without being fwallowed ap and loſt 
in Effufions: TR, N ad Love? 
Thy ta return. e 15 


1 The GP EY n to tes the Oi En 
and U 


eſign of Sacrifices in 3 -By _ 
fices I here mean thoſe of Expiation only, 


of an offended God. The Saf of eh 
was; in all Probability, owing to the Inſtin- 
tion of God himſelf; who, as by Re- 
velation, appointed ' that Beaſts - ould be of- 
fered up to him to repreſent the Death of his 
don, and who was only © far pleaſed 
with them, as they were Types of this great 
Sacrifice, and were offered up with a View to 
1 and a Belief of the Merit of it. There is 
nothing in che Nature of the Fhing, that 
Hold ever indute any Man to belicye, thar 
the God of Nature could be x with ſpill- 
eee or chat ht Anger, 
= made all Creatures, ould be appeaſed 
S by deſtroying them. Right Reaſon —_— 
| quite the „ Which if allowed, and 
2 the . FB 
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- e of it 10 823 there. will,” 1. 
* nt 3 to c convince 


We arg reid, that the eco 
0 d brought / the Firſtligs * 
1 Flock to God whilſt 1 made bim 
Offerings of 8 Fruits of the Ground; and 
5 that God had reſpect to [or was pleaſed with] 
$ 1 Sact rifice, and 8 the un- 
8+  gine, © ns ff — the Blood; or * 
= the Fat, of his. Lambs or. Goats, would be 
4 leaſing to God? His Reaſon could not dic- 
tate it to him; he muſt therefore probably 
learn it from Adam, whom God commanded 
=. to offer Sacrifice, ee | of the Co- 
B Venant he had made with him, of ſending, 
bim the bleſſed Seed in his own. appointed 
Iime; and as a Sign of that Blood, whuc / 
would be meritorious n to redeem hin 
Death e and 
. ditectiy 8 God was. better. 
5 pleaſed with Ales Sacribes han Cain's; and: 
mme Reaſon given ſeems much to confirm this 
Suppoſition. It was not from any inherent 
Worth in one more than the other, or from 
any Delight that the God of Nature could 
Death of his C Irs 3. but it 
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vas, fie th apogte to te Hebrews, (ﬆi. W 
Find. But what Faith? Not A Faith Bl 

he Almighty | loved Blood ; but a Faith in the 
Merits of the great Saefe of his Son, and a 
Belief of the Promiſes made through him. 
For this is the Faith on which the Author 
of that Epiſtle expatiates th rough the whole 


of it, and which is particularly extolled in 


that Chapter. Cain then had not that Re- 
geard, in his Offering to the promiſed Seed; 
which Abel had; and therefore God had re- 
| thee unto the one, and not the other. 
Again; It is aid, immediately after the 

Promife of the Meſſiah, that the Lord God. 
made Coats of Skins for Adam and Eve, and 
chthed them. Whence then came theſe Skins? 
Were they taken from fuch Beaſts as the firſt 
Man and Woman had eaten, or ſuch as died 
of themſelves? Not the former, becauſe they 
were not yet permitted to eat Fleſh,; their. 
Food was confined to every Herb bearing 
Seed, and every Tree in 2 is the Fruit of 
a Tree bearing Seed; that is, to Herbs, Roots, 
and Fruits. Nor is it likely that any Beaſts 
ſhould die a natural Death ſo ſoon after the 
Creation. Moſt probably therefore they were 
the Skins of ſuch as God had ordered to be 
facrificed to him; and this Command may 
be the Reaſon; why it is ſaid of theſe Coats 
Ls Skin, that the Lord God made them.  —< 


Once more; That bloody Sacrifices of 


Beaſts and. Birds were common before the 
Gy” Flood, 


, that it eaſt have had is 
himſelf. Beaſts and Birds 


. . firs 4 hy and others nt. 
1-7 al in Nance equally pure; and the 
tinction could not | 
t eat Fleſh till after this Time. Its was there- 
fore made in relation to Sacrificing; 1e gc- 


Kar þ for Man's Sake, which, 8 Joſephus obs 
ſetyes, was probably the Bleſſing that Noah 
prayed for. 'Whenoe then had the Burning 
þf Beaſts or Birds ſuch Efficacy with the Al; 
hty?.- There was no wand Geodgel or 
Rec in it; nor ig it among that an 
Act of this 
voly. in the 


E itſelf indifferent, 11 not WN 

Here then we have Noah 9 
2 World] and Abel (if not Adam, the 
Father of the firſt) both offering theſe Sacri- 
— and both received with peculiar Marks 
| of Approbation 3 and the Inſtitution: of God, 
and his Deſign in that Inſtitution to point out 
the Death of his Son, are ſufficient Reaſons 
why Men ſhould make this a religious Duty, 
and e e agg arg of it ſhould be well- 


E the Cuſtom of — oa: in all Parts of i the 
World, by Tradition from him who was the 
Father of it. But without this Sup} 

it will be very difficult to find out any Pre- 


. 


tence for the Riſe of this Practice, and much 
more ſo, to reconcile it either With the Attri- 
| butes of God, or the Reaſon of Mankind. 
Thus much of the Wee 
As to the Deſign o 
agree, t . in chem was to re- 
concile themſelves to an angry God, and that 
by ſubſtituting the innocent Animal to ſuffer 
N guilty Votary. This was 
the Opinion of the ancient, 4 5 te this Bey 
of the reſent 15 5 who are 0 uniform 
octrine . ces, as in 
|| the Fade, T all ſenſible of their 
2 having 
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Beaſt, which I bave gin 
#0 le an Atonement for your 1097 ; for it it the | 
Blood. that. maketh an Atonement. for the Soul. 
/ 2 ee 8 41 in the 4 * . 


| 8 Ty +6. 60h pre voked to nger - th m 8 
orſhipped, 84 aer. — at their 


5 Hands; « 0 


e e e 


Account why they pitched upon it. 


naturally fills the Criminal — * "Foe Re- 
morſe, and ſtrong Apprehenſions of Danger: 
and no Wonder therefore, that all who were 
thus terrified ſhould be fond of catching hold 
of any means, how irrational ſoever, to get 
rid of Wk Anxieties, ſince it came authorized 
with the Sanction of being practiſed by their 
w- - orefathers, a: ande 


a memorial. 


And with r. rega 5 to the . the. 9555 
Doctrine is taug — them of their Sacrifices, 
but wth this Difference, That God does not 
require the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices as having 
any inward: Virtue to waſh away Sin, but as 
Symbols of the Blood of Chriſt, Which alone 
Was meritorious. Whereas the Heathen had {| 
forgot the Reaſon, which alone could autho- 
rize the Thing, tho they continued the Prac- : 
tice. The Blood 


Blood of the Animal, ſays 
(Levit. xvii. 1 is the 1 {or Soul] 


" the 2 


hat Anger, tho nei 1 
a" were ever able to. give any rational 


wn. from Time 


of the 
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— be 8 — hays be — + 
li cape. - But bee things, ſays the Apoſtle, 
were not inſtituted for their own fakes, they 

vere only the Shadows of good 2 bings 7⁰ 1 
bo 1.) but the Body 16 of Chriſt.” 
Subſtance at which they all aimed was — 
Merits and Suffering, to which they alluded, 
and in which Alluſion their whole Efficacy - 
conſiſted. The Waſhings, Purifications, Sa- 
Je 1 and other Inſtitutions of the Moſaic 
Oeconomy, were only Patterns of heavenly 
Things; and deſigned to lead an obdurate and 
harden'd People, who could not bear a clearer 
Light, to more real Purity, and to 4 better 
Sacrifice than theſe, And whoever con fiders 
the Fewiſb State in this Light will find Rea- 
ſon to admire the Goodneſs of God in the In- 
ſtitution of it. He will not barely confider 
the Sanctuary, or Temple, when flowing with 
the Blood of Thouſands of Animals, as a 
I Slavghter-houſe, in which the God of Nature 
can take no Pleaſure ; but as viſible Memento's 
8 of the Death of his only - begotten Son, in b 
ane be is well pleaſed ; and as very pro 
5 Objects to raiſe in the Minds of all preſent 
"3 a Detcſtation of that Sin and Corruption for 
which he was to die. This Conſideration will 
alſo give a Man a very high Idea of the Excel- 
lency of that Perſon who was uſhered into the 
| World with all this Pomp and Magnificence, 
E o many Ages; and of the Efficacy and 
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NI] And as the Lew was in all things a Schoel- 
rale, MIR, to bead the Fews to Chrift ; 
— Door, 
| del Lamb pint aut all t Circurnſtances 

=_ | Swe: CT 2 of bis-Death, and many 
other Particulars, were ſhewn by it. In all 

theſe things it was a Type of what ſhould 
i the Antaeype 4759ca”: epi 
—_ reſpondent to it. it, | aS 
Kari, it had the me Date act that 


2 2 eee it. Which leads 


© il, gg of hes ans 
of thoſe that offer d them. Their Defign, as 
bas been obſerved, was to take away the Pu- 
niſhment, Ln e 4©: Bin aobech, 


to the Hebrews, it u 7 


SEXY 


8 E R MON U. 2: 
3 or the Blood of Bulls and of Qalves to de. 
Tus almighty and infinitely 83 of 
= e r ſpeaking, delight only = 


| his Creatures. / And what 
— c make the Deſtruction of them ac- 
2 to him? The offering them to him 
a5 4 free Gift could not RS the pretended 
Donor, . becauſe. they were already his own; 
nor could he like 8 was already —.— 
the better for being killed. To do this, as 
ſome pretend, aran ct 0 of Gratitude to God, 
were both needles and highly abſurd. That 
End might ſurely be TY more rationally 
anſwered by offering him the Fruits. of the 
Earth, as Cain did, without doing any Vio- 
2 to any BY of Na 3 and it 
ange, it cou ever enter 
NS © Mn 7 a Bw 
kill God's Creatures was a proper and accepta- 
ble Way bs return him Thanks for having 
made Nor could this Cuſtom be a 
8 as is likewiſe pretended, of 
acknowledging the Dominion of God over his 
Creatures, land bis Ri ght to their Lives, if he 
required them, Fox this only ſhewed the 
9 Poke of him chat flew the Beaſts, and not of 
him to whom they were affered; and could 
2X only imply on the part of the latter, that he 
4 2 ſome of his Cxeatures to deſtroy the 
reſt, and fruſtrate his good Deſigns, if he had 
| be 1 them, Nor, 7 T5 3 the 
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x ang him Gat 1 was deb a rahuable* fo 
Men; becauſe Pain and Miſery,” as ſuch, can 
nes leafin to a pure and good Being, 
t in tormenting and grieving 


- 1 Children of Men. The AR: of 
cation which he now requires of us are only 
Jo far agreeable to him, as they tend to purify 
the Mind, and improve the Heart: w deres 


- the former Princi le, if true, would hold 
equally ſtrong, an indeed ſtronger, for thoſe 


Horrible Acts of Inhumanity and Barbarity, 


Men's offering up their Sons and their Daugi- 


ters on the Altar. How then could he be 


leaſed with a Principle ſo repugnant to his 
Fare and ſo terrible in its Conſequences? 


To imagine this, were to think as groſsly and 


unworthily of him, as to believe that he li- 

terally eat the Fleſh of Bulls, and drank the 
Blod of Goats. © ' 
Beſides, if bloody Seeed 99538 by roved 
ts be acceptable to God in any Light (which 
the Wit of Man will find it very difficult to 


do, unleſs they are confider'd as 8 1 of 
that of his Son ; ) yet what have they to do 
with blotting out sin! ? What manner 6 of Re- 


lation can there be between the Blood of a 


Beaſt and the Sin of a Man? There is a wide 


Difference between being acceptable and be- 
ing meritorious; and if there were not, by 
what Power or Efficacy can it poffibly 5 


ps, that the Death of an innocent 


Oer e. 


yew or + Child, ſhoul Wan” "ou 
— pred: Mind? 2 not then "ory cb 


ing toi'y waſh away one: — with a greater? 
Belides, if it were allowed that one Creature 
might ſuffer for another, yet common Juſtice. 
| makes. tn — that the eee ſuffering. 
Hl conſent to the Subſtitution; which i in 
Caſe © sf Goring — can never be 
"ba af If ihe Criminal be allowed ve Pri 
wiege of eſcaping by the Puniſhment of ano- 
ther, it cannot be the part of the Perſon of- 
fending, hut of the Peclon offended, / to ap- 
point that Sufferer, whoſe. Pains he will ac-. 
dept for thoſe of the other; and in this Caſe 
God has neyer appointed Beaſts to take away. 
Sin; but declares his Abhorrence of the Prac- 
tice, when it looks no farther than to them; 
and commands the Fews by his Prophet ( Ii. i. 
13.) to ring bim no more ſuch vain Oblations, 
as what he cannot away with. 
And laſtly; If the Sufferer * ang did. 
conſent, * this night have b 
human Sacrifices, (which on this 8 
muſt be allow d to be a more rational Praios 
than that of 11 Beaſts} what; can mortal 


ht e br Jer 08 
upon he whole ir is difficult, not 


_ © ſay impofflble, o 
_ Expigt 


.< 


they could not anſiver the End of l 
Pumiſhenent, becauſe both the Conſent of the 


„ 


could and did confent, as in the Odſe of Man, 
he has enough te do fo ſatisfy for himſelf, and 
not another. The Doctrine of Merit has been 
but 10 late Years introduced into the World, 
and that a very corrupt 

Chureh, e . en 
_— 1h how, as Aye s ths A1 
„ 2 

and byw before the 
ib Calves of o Tear ol? r 
Firft- born for bis Trunreſim 


Go? Shall he come 
Ho l by give bis 


A he Sin of et 2 To whieihe 
re ; that all this i vain 5 bop 


2 * . ae the” Lord e Tel: 
= Which n * 07 Yo 2 : : „ HT + 


prove” that 'Satrifices'of BÞ 
en could on their own Account be in 


| Laſſiter, and the Appoistment of the offehd- || 
ed Perſon, are wanting. And if the Suffettr 


and idolatrous 


// ˙¾en. oe EE 8 


2 Man cone e d Lend 


SD. Seeg es 


—————— of the World; 
| demmation' to them” that are in Chrift. 20 


5 Eo es 


away an; ; and we wt affred in dated every 
Pag 5 of the Nom Te ament, that the Sor of 
God was pleaſed to aſſume ohr Nature, to free 
15 K et ce the Puniſbenent, but from 

Dominio! on of it. 22 


Ret fo your — And l. Apoſtle 
it to be a ket that is, a moſt true Sayir 


_— Fe 


efus came into the World to oy os 
John the Baptiſt affirms in the Text, 


and wi are aſſured, That there is now ny Cons 


who e not after "the Hue, But er fie 
. 
Again, Ane ober U Deſigh of Series was 
to_ſubſtivate the Animal 3 m the room of the* 
nder, and thereby make Satisfactioſ for 


deen A e ee e nen 


Paſſages of the ſacred Weitings, that the bleſſed: 
By tne e himfalf in the room of his' 

— eng and thereby einſe fall Saw: 

tisfaction to his Father's J ce for alt the 
Sins of the whole World. He ſays himſelf, 
(Mut. $8. 28.) that he cume not to be nu 


unto,- but to give his Life a Naum for muny. 
And (Marv, 28. } calls — New 
Te — 


rung bis. Blood, the For giveneſs of Sins, ace 
2 to the — of Fw, Grace. 4 . Ty 9. 4 


(Chap. ix. 11, 12, de) that Gbri/ being become 
an High Prieft.of good Things to 9 
1 of. Bulls or. 5 en oum 
2 25 obtained eternal Redemption for us. 
- uy ara — 4. to the lame 
1 er, Gold, bur 


hen 797 — 5 Sar. 
1 Her. ii. 21, 2 or us 
yh: a bis ram Bady or 


' the Succeſs: of chem. We ee nere e N „ 
ticular neceſſary to a proper and petfec Aione- 
ment. The Perſon ſuffering does it volunta- 
rily, He gaue Himſel If freely for us The of- 
fended Deity accepts the Offer, . 
into the World... What the only-t 

did, could not but be a ec: 


* a Work. under ake DET b 
ed by God himſelf. Strange indeed | — 
Wee our C pprehenſion. 88: Ment!, 


* 
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duch the 1000 of his A 888. wits _ . 
J na it to us; and what then remains 
redeemed Mortals to do, but to believe, 
admire, obey, and love>::: 14, -is 122% 
And as to the Tes, our bleſſed Re deemet - 
ſuffered on the very Day and Hour that the 
Paſchal Lamb was offered up; and all the 
other Particulars pointed by that, and all the 
other Ceremonies and Sacrifices of their Law, 
were ſo wonderfully and punctually fulfilled 
in him, as muſt have long ſince convinced 
them that he was their promiſed Maſiab, if 
they had not obſtinately reſolved not to hear 
the Voice 5 mw pong _— 5 never Oy 


1 


er indie 3 4 Orig in and Defign 
js expiatory or bloody — in general, 
and that of the Paſchal Lamb in particular; 
proved that none of them were ſufficient of 
themſelves to anſwer the Deſign of thoſe that 
offered them; ai demonſtrates; that what 
was wanting in hem has been ſupplied 
r e of the Son 

And now give me leave in very ords- 
to mention ſome of the Wen to be . = 
theſe Truths, and 55 which the whole was 
e And, +203 34 Kh . 1 

1 Bebel 1 Lamb of God Look back 
on. 22 eure 8 of our Redemption. 


inting to his Death, and centring in it 
0 the whole State of the J. thei! 
Laws, Prieſts 3 Tabernacle, a 

: Tong, as all inſtituted to prepare the Way 3 
for had we ſo many 1 Years befor« i 


3B xalte ions of 2be Riches of | 
the of God 5 a full Conviction, 
i; that as no leſs a Perſon than the Son of God | 3 
could deſerve to be uſher'd into the World 
wil all this Pomp and Magnificence, fo no- ( 
ching leſs than infinite Goodneſs could con- 
: Nen and conduct this: wonderful de 3 
r Conſider: the oreat Merit and certain | 
Efficacy of this ſingle Sacrifice, which was 
8 fall, > perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice; Oblation, | 
and Satisfattion. for t Sins of the whole World 43 
He has, ſays the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, 


Ears pe ie re ge 


or renew. — (6 in the. Maſs) i is not 
21 but impious, derogatory from 
our Lord's Honour, or crucifying bim afreſh. | 
\, Laſtly, Let it be daily and: hourly remem- | 
1 5 


e; and the Conſequence 
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— SERMON II. 3 
our Iniquities; and that we are FUSSY throug 2 
his Stripes, who is now ſat down on the right 
Hand of the Majefly on high, Angels, Princi- 
| 84:75 and Powers being made ſubject unto 
bim. And to him therefore, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed and pay'd, as 
is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, Power, Obe- 


dience, and Love, both now and for ever- 
more. 
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. SERMON III. 


ror and Wickedneſs muſt be the Conſequence; 
- the ſubmitting to their Guidance is neglecting 
true Conducor, and ſubmitting to the 
Me of ignorant and cotrupted Pilots, 
who will infallibly drive us on ſuch Rocks and 
Quickſands, as muſt prove our inevitable De- 
ſtruction. But nevertheleſs, that Mankind in 
general do ſubmit to be ſo guided, is a Fact 
0 And that Submiſſion 
both the Guilt of their Actions, and the 
y lye under, when 15 5 
\filing-che-E 14 ri Y | 
ity and that Denunciation which 
we find mentioned i in the Text: Wo unto the 
Ce oh it — needs pe tha 


ſheys 
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| 3 "of not giving ence; may remove 
ſome 5 ef Difficulties concerning the Diſ- 
t Providence ; and may confirm 
us in this uſeful and important Leſſon, that 
Wie and juſt i in every View are the Ways of 
God; preſumptuous, obſtinate, and daring, 
the Wickedne of Man; and that as the Load 
of every Man's p onal Offences. will be a- 
lone too heavy for him to bear, he ought to 
uſe more than ordinary Circumſpection to 
avoid the com licated Guilt of contributing to 
the Vices of others, and thereby making him - 
We Fartater of other Men 5 Sins. „ 
3 Ws A8 to the Seriptare N 1 Mel 
or giving Offence, The Word Scandals, or 
Offences, ſignifies « either Sins or Sinners in ge- 
. neral ; or ſome particular Crimes of a more 
heinous Nature, . ſuch as Here,; or elſe bare- 
y the Occafins or Temptations to Sin, which 
are either innocently or wickedly thrown. in 
our Way. When our bleſſed Lord, explain- 
ing the Parable of the Tares to his Diſciples 
lays, (Matt. xiii. 40, 41.) That. as the Tares 
are gathered and burnt in the Fire, fo it ſhall 
be in the End of the World; the Son ſhalt 
fend forth his Angels, and gather. out of bis 
—_— all Scandals, or, as we render it, a/t 
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, and i is = 
en St Pat b 8 t b E 18 y i 
| to mark them which cauſe Di viſons and 
Offences contrary to the, DoGrine whech they 
"Bad harned, and avoid them, it is evident 


Ing the only Offences contrary to the Doctrine 
a the 51 25 in thoſe that embrace it. 


Sg 
2 54 


crap ade) or Offence ; 3 and by St. Fe- 2 
2 17 1055 1 79. a Stone of Stumbling, as a 
Rock of Offence to them which uml 2 at 1 7 


avoid Perſecu tion, 


Het Offences can 'no more than barely 
E Oc Ccafions, or accidental, and, if I may 
innocent To emptations to Sin. Such ihe gs 


ſuch as have no natural Tendency to produce 


* 
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for of it as their native Worth and 


' could. 


t Offences there wut mean "Heres, as be- 


rit crucified is by St. Paul (ice. | 
Wo to be wnto rhe. NG Stumbling 'Y 


Word being Aſobedient; and when St. Paul ſays, 
that if he preached 1 be ſhould 


57. N 85 4 ; 
tbe x would ea. * In theſe Paſlages,- "is 


= are excellent in themſelves, but are never- 
theleſs rejected or abuſed by wicked Men; 


Evil, and yet become in ſome Senſe the Oce 4 


t Goodneſs both diſplay the Weaknefs and 
Vece the ( Guilt. of thoſe who, rr or 


K b ind Nr! be. conſiſtent with 65 . 
Vi Kh and. 1 85 g , the Pro- 


: Laſts, | Fre the Fear of e made _ 
reject it, and they choſe rather to refuſe t 
| Offers of everlaſting Salvatic n, 


| them 0! on the AAA 4 NO 8 l n 
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G, on. the - gihe © band, it i ; as certain, 
at in ſome other Parts of the ſacred Writings 
Offences. ſignif mina Temptations, to Sin. 
When our ble ed Savi ur calls St. Peter Satan, 
and fays,. \ be was. an Offence. unto. Bim, 
| (Matt. Xvi. 2 30. after he: had privately. reprov- 
ed him, and probably. endeavoured to perſuade 
him not to ſuffer ; it can imply no leſs, than 
that the Diſciple acted the Part of the Adver- 
ſary of Mankind on this Occaſion, and in 2 
ſtrict. and pro 5 | became a 1 8 te 
Ro is Maſter. St 0 Paul could 17 — 5 ths 
Romans. Xiv. 13.).to- caſt a tumblin 
or TT. 0 Way of their 5 8 1 
ni At Chriſt. . was ſo to the 


Jews: but in ſuch. a one as ſhould. m 
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men pity he” Th aeltes to their idolatrous 
Feaſts, 'whereby they wickedly tempted. them 
to commit the greateſt Crimes, even, as the 
Text exprefics it, to eat 
uh; 1. e. become Partakers of their e , 
and commit Fornication, , 


to be gry «x 55 "Ss, and i pair of 4 


is fot mg ofiended ; 1 he apoſtat ize 
from the Faith and denies it. When the 
Fews heard "the V:i/dom, and faw the mighty 
2 Works, Which the Son of. God did: in bis own 
ing to object to ſuch 
058 of his Divine Miſſion, but 


the ont fk of his Birth, I not this the 2 n 


 penter's Son Kc. the Text adds, 
were 
they obſtinately reſiſted the Evidence of his 
cles, and would not believe him to be the 


1 they 


"Bir * 5 2 Stumbling beck, 
| (tur the Moabiriſh Wo- 


e Acri Reed to 


offerided in bim, (Matt. xiti. 57.) that i, 


A . For thus the „ inamediatly | 
© * ” remarks, 
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That be did not many mighty Works 
raue of their Unbelief. Alter recapi- 
ming to John Baptiſt's s Diſciples the Evi- 
de ces be gave of his Authority; Blefed, fays 
rd himſelf; is he 0 5 ſhall not be 
din ne, Matt e 6. that i is, Keio 
Gail fot withſtand this mighty” 
an, 4 inider the Influence of any u 


cke, PE Cr. 1 25 J nde it. weak and finks 
be” | non, "od 73 — nat e af⸗ 


denies the Faith, and I burn "not with 
moſt Grief and Sorrow Ar N 
Thus our blefſed Lord tells bis Diſ 
Approach of bis Suffer ings, en f 
thould be offended" becauſe o bim that N. wo 
1. E. the uld” deſert 'and"fortake him - * and n 


omiſes to chem ju 
ifion, Theſe things have I. 


hen unto you, 
| 1. e. to ſupport 
you under the Trials and Perſecutions you will 
on undergo, leſt you ſhould faint and deny 
the Faith, and be tempted to apolle utize from 
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ould not 'be offended ; 
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And that to off 1d does alſo import, in | 
Scripture-Language, to lead others into Sin by 
our Example, is very clear from the known 
Caſe ſtated by St. Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and from our great Maſter's 
_ own Expreſſions when be is called upon to 
pay Tribute. St. Pauls Caſe was this: The 
primitive Chriſtians were frequently invited by 
their Heathen Friends to Entertainments which 
conſiſted of Meats which had been offered to 
Idols. The eating theſe Meats was therefore 
thought criminal ; ſome, by others not; and 
the Solution of the Difficulty was referred to 
the Apoſtle, who gives it this Determination: = 
e now, | ſays he, (1 Cor. viii. 4.) that an Idol 
it nothing in the W orld,. and or alter the 
Nature of indifferent Actions; and that there- 
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rent in itſelf, and is at er Liberty of bim 
Who hath th Knowledge; fince Meat cum- 
 mendeth' us not to God, (v. 8. ) nor does it leſſen 
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my Exam ple ſhould: lead them into Sin; Go, 
take and give unto. them Jo me and . * 
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means #nowingly and willingly to induce on 
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ſelves, or at leaſt are thought by them to 
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Barely to do an Ade which is ofinfueto 
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our Neighbour' , falling into Sin will. be the 
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2 him, and be made Pärtakers of his Glory. -* 
Indeed Offences in general Haye ere 
” 2 a more exterifive l 177 mon, pro- 


I gt welt dae 4 * Ne Us 1 While 
they act upon 4 5 reſent - Princip es © Aud 
3 Motives, die will act m iuide ther; | 
Obſtinzey in Sin Blind, as T well as corrupts 5 
every Step the harden'd Sinner- takes 70 
heh Cloud over his Underſtanding, as well 
as adds new Strengty to his Luſts, K length 
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gratitude, great the Injuſtice of charging our 
Iniquities upon him, 
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7 which it was in his Power, through” 
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ounced' againſt O -nc#s committed under this Z 
Beule may juſtly. be inflicted; as all Caſu- 
ſts agree, that the Man who commits Murder 
when Uiforder'd by Intemperance, ſuffers no 
more that condign' Puniſhment, if he be exec. 
cited for it; - becauſe tho” he might be little 
ſenſible of the Nature and Conſequences of the 
A at the Time he committed it, yet that In- 
ſenfibility itſelf was a Crime, and he might 
wich due Care have prevented both. 28 
| _ Would we therefore avoid the War The 
proper Method is not to arraigh the Judge, 
or condemn the Sentence, but forſake the 
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ful Servants e af Blils in his Fathei's 
; Kingdom; that they might be Kings and 
_ High Prieſts to God, and dyell for ever with 
him in the bleſſed Regions of eternal Glory. — 
Thus was he a Saviour and mighty. Deliverer, 
not in a temporal, but a ſpiritual and moſt 
glorious Senſe, by delivering Men from Evils, 
to which the moſt grievous Sufferings are not 
worthy to be compared, and by purchaſing 
for them inconceivable Bliſs, in Compariſon 
of which all the Glory and Magnificence of 
this preſent World are as nothing. Ta ec 
Love could not exert itſelf imperfectly; tem- 
poral Enjoyments were a Purchaſe unworthy 
the Sufferings of the Son of God; nothing leſs 
could be the End of his Sufferings, than the 
averting the Fury of an angry God, and the 
Purchaſe of the moſt perfect Happineſs which 
the Redeemed were ble- of enjoying.— 
| But of this more e cog ee win -; 
And when he had thus effectually perfected 5 
our — he then entered upon his own 
Kingdom, which was likewiſe not of this World, 
but à better. He aſcended up into Heaven, 
and is fat drum at the Right Hand of God, An- 
gels, Principalities, —7 Powers being made 
I fubjedt unto bim. — He is not only, in the Lan- 
guage of one of the Prophets befor 
| become ane King to both Few and Gentile but 
to all the Hoſt of Heaven. A Power is 
„ given unto him in Heaven and Earth; and of 
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'Þ 3 and cheriſh all that come to him; 

and who invites us and all Mankind to = 

inexpreſſible and inconceivable, and whic 
ſhall never fade away. 0 

And what then can remain for mortal Men, 


but to embrace the Offers of Love unmeaſu- 


rable? To poſſeſs our Souls with the deepeſt 
| Senſe we can of that Goodneſs, which no 


Heart can ſufficiently conceive, or Words ex- 
preſs ; and to pour out our Hearts before him 
in repeated Acts of Adoration, . Praiſe, and. 
Thankſgiving ?!——What Treatment can we 
ſhew to thoſe among us, who attem _ to de- 
prive us of the Comforts of this bleſſed Hope, 


but the utmoſt Deteſtation and Abhorrence? 
An Abhorrence adequate in ſome meaſure to 
the Cruelty of a Defign, which, if ſucceſsful, 


would rob us of every thing that ought to be 


moſt dear and valuable to us in Heaven or in 
Earth. —And with what Earneſtneſs ſhould. 
we apply to our Lord, to guard us againſt all 
Temptations to deſert or forſake him, and to 
| keep us gr and unmoveably united to 


him? 


And let us theedſors bold fa fe oft the Profe ol 46 
of our Faith without wavering ; let us labour 
to ſhew our Senſe of the Love of our dear Re- 
deemer by a moſt grateful Affection for him; 
and let us remember, that he has given us 
this Rule to judge of our Love by, that who- 
ever erer commence k will a bum. i 
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_ nigh; and T obſerved the * J 
the Prophets gave of this Saviour, painely,. 
That he ſhould be a mighty Prophe t/ yea God. 
_ himſelf upon Earth; That he ſhould govern. 
and conduct his People with great Tenderneſs 
and Care; That he ſhould be a Mediator, as 


Moſes was, between God and Man; That he 3 
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ther than the Deliverance from 1 is "Evil 5 
in itſelf i 18 ſo.— But nevertheleſs, though i it be 
ual, in ſtrict Propriety of Speech, to uſe 
the Word in this Sends; yet the Senſe is true, 
ben the Word is applied. to the bleſſed Feſis, 
a ſignifying his. procuring us all Kinds of 


for us. is the mo? perfect Happineſs of which 
the Nature of Man is capable. This ma 
pear from hence, that the Happineſs purc ed 
for the faithful Chriſtian will confiſt in Know- 
ing as much of God, as the Mind of Man can 
contain; in being made as like to God, as an 
human Creature can be to the grea Creator ; ; 
and in enjoying as much of the Glory of God, 
as the Faculties of the moſt - X ſet e 
Sul will be. able to. bear. 0 


Since the Mind is. properly th 
tru ineſs of the Mind muſt be oy true 
Þ of the Man, and one. Ingredient in 
that Happineſs muſt be Knowledge And if 
| Knowle ge of any ſort contributes to. the Hap- 
pineſs of the Mind, the more noble and excel- 
lent that: Knowledge 3 is, the 5 and more 
"exalted: muſt that Hap 15 be. e if 
Knowledge of any Fin be really noble and 
2 it muſt ſurely be the | poet pots of 
the Nature , Wiſdom, and Works of ht infi- 
an <ternal God, . from whom. all K W- - 
led e and all Happineſs is derived; and of 
0 Man 5 ſo much as. the 
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by TT Diſcoveries be n e 
files have made to us of the Nature of God; 
; = by the aſtoniſhing Inſtances which they 


d of the mighty Love of G 
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if the Contemplation of theſe 
Truths contributes ſo much even here to the 
E Comforts of a well· diſpoſed Mind, 
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11 en. — That God the Father 
hould adop God the 8on redeem, . and God 
the Holy. "Ghoſt ſanftify them, are Truths 
Which can only be known to thole to whom 
the Son ſhall” reveal them; and theſe Truths 
alone. are fathcient to raiſe,” fill, and tranſport 
erate Mind with Admiration, Love, 
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and 2 the Merits and Interceflion of our 
Lord:Chrift Jeſus, —We cannot indeed at all 
reſemble the Almighty in his Infinitude, his 
Self-ſufficiency, or neceſſary Exiſtence ; but we 
ex to a faint Reſemblance of him in 
his 0 tributes, particularly in his Benefi- 
ence 7 Love to all his Creatures. We 
4 imitate his Goodneſs to innumerable 
Worlds, by doing all the little Good we can 
to all within our Reach, in that narrow Sphere 
0 which our Actions are confined; and may 
thereby, in the Language of the Holy Scrip- 
| r 8 perfect, even as our e which 
in Heaven is perfect. We may extend our 
evolence beyond our Power « Action, and 

ome like God himſelf, in an univerſal and 
generous Love for every Being Which is the 

Workmanſhip of his Hands. We may ex- 
tend our Affection to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the Univerſe itſelf; may be delighted with, 

and rejoice in, the Welfare of every Creature 4 
and by rejoicing in herr Bliſs, may increaſe. 
_ our: own——And' this unbounded Charity the 
_ Golpel 5; this the Spirit of God 
7 will b here in the Minds of the Faithful, 
dc plot hereafter-in the Regions of Bliss; 
and thereby render that Salvation, which the 
Son of God has purchaſed for them, perfect. 
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portion to the u ee and Perfection of each 
beatified Spirit. And whoever conſiders this 
can harbour no Doubt of the Perfection of that 
| Salvation which the bleſſed. Jeſis RO A 
2 ſince nothing can be Wanting ole 
happy Souls, - who ſhall be . 28 near to 
2 himſelf ; in Knowledge, in univerſal Love, 
and in Glory, as the Nature ee an | human 
Mind can poſlibly gies et eat 
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4 0 this Head ſhews us for whom the has 
obtained this Salvation; and that is, not for: 
one Nation or rwe of Mn but for all who 


penſation was a > National and Civil Law, as 


well as a Divine one; and, was in a great 
meeaſure confined to that one People. But the 
Chriſtian is more general, as well as more 
beneficial; it is an univerſal Code of Laws, 
adapted to the Uſe, and deſigned for the pre- 
ſent Comfort and future Glory of all, who 
ſhall comply with the Terms of it. It offers 
Comfort to all who ſincerely deſire and ſeek 
it; it promiſes Salvation to all who will be 
reformed and perfected by i it. —It has broken 


down the Partition-Wall between Jew and 
| Gentile, and ſpeaks Peace and Joy to the Re. 
and 
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| . true Shepherd and _ 5 Soule.—Which 
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nt this Salvation, it was by paying that 
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_ the + der 8 0 W Dine Favour.— 
When the Law was once tranſgreſſed, and 
Guilt contracted, the proper Due and Portion 
of the Tranſgreflor was nothing but Terror, 

and a fearful looking for of Fudgment ;- and if 
it ſhould pleaſe his offended Maker to remit 
of this Puniſhment, or totally to wave it, this 
was an Act of mere Grace and Fayour, to 
which the Sinner could have no Right or 
Claim, and conſequently which might be built 


on any practicable Conditions, upon which 


the God who gave it ſhould think fit to found 


it. — Indeed, God himſelf could not require 
more of Man, in order to his Reſtitution, Gita 
it was in the Power of Man to do; becauſe 
this would have been in effect ſporting with - 
the Miſery of his Creatures, which Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs could not do. But how can it 
be inconſiſtent with God's Wiſdom or Good- 
neſs, . or any other Attribute, to found Man's 
Pardon and Reſtitution on any Terms which 
he knew were not only practicable, but would 
be performed; and to inſiſt, that he ſhould 
not be reſtored without them, though they i 


were ſuch as Man himſelf could never have 


invented. The Declaration of theſe Terms 
oould only be the greater Diſplay of the Di- 
e e and Goodneſs, but could be no 
Impeachment of the Divine Wiſdom or ſation, 
As the Sinner could have had no juſt Cauſe 
2 if he had ſuffered the Puniſh- 
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Mlen for ſo great an Event, and that they 


Saviour when” he came, it pleaſed the ſame 


che firſt Man fell, to give him Notice of this 

- amazi g Inſtance of infinite Love, and to raiſe 
| Kcrifices:of Beaſts were likewiſe commanded 
8 by Gol to be off 
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your Compliance with Rites' and: Ceremonies, 
but to form yout Minds to Love and ( + 
ence to e "ea 7 they are diſ- 


Favou 155 that theſe Words, when thus cer. 


WL ch are e called moral,” Sem. 


ces with the Re- 
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—_ 2 of this no Men can. 

* confiders the Nature, End, and Defign 57 Re- 
ligion; or the Weakneſs and Narrowneſs of 
Man's Underſtanding, or the Wikdom, Fos ver, 
and eee, won et.. 
Religion is the Performance of all thoſe Acts 
of Ln ce. which every rational Creature 
owes. to God, who gave him his Reaſon and 


| his Being, and who is thereby entitled to all 


the Homage he can pay him. Duc is the 
Obligation which every uch Creatute lyes un- 
der, to comply with the Commands of his 
Lord and Governor, which Way perrr they 
come to the Knowledge of . and this 
Obligation ariſes from the Will and Au chority ö 
of that God who made him, and from the 
Neceſſity every rational Being lyes under of 
rendring himſelf acceptable to im, if 7 would 
ſhun Miſery, and attain. to Happine The 
End and Deſign of all Religion is to —_ God's 
Anger, and to procure his Favour and Love; 
and the proper Means to obtain that End can 
only be, a ready Obedience to his Laws, of wWhat- 
ever Kind; a Compliance with his Commands 
of what Nature ſoever, provided they have 
the Mark and Authority of his Will has Plea- 
ſure. He only is to direct and preſcribe ; Man 


Diſpenſations. Whateyer has the SanRion of 
: his e does indiſpenſibly oblige his Crea» 
n 2 * tk it is 5 defigned, and to hem it 
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7 — ſubmit, and obey him in all his 


It ſoever in itſelf this 
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Obedience Suh L to 
FE -the pre oe 1 Cuſtoms and Opinions of Men. 
He cannot indeed command any thing that is 
 Smepoſſible or wicked in — 5 and every ſuch 
La may ſafely be rejec difobeyed, as 
being none of his. Be r, 
_ *that the Almighty cannot contradict his own 
es, . as we can be that any particular 
Precepts can come from him. But whatever 
not and demonſtrably con- 
adi "his Attributes, does ſtrictly oblige, as 
Won as known to be his; and conſequently 
_ thoſe Laws, which are called foe, When 
proved to * Bis Will, do as indiſpenbly re- 
quire our Obedience, 10 far as he requires us 
0 them, tho not for the fame Reaſons 
28 e which are called — 4 * 
5 Laws I mean tho Pr ts, 
$ which — ove or at leaſt would 77 75 
appeared to have been any Matters of Duty to. 
£ ws, 9 not . made Enown us 
3 Laws: I mean chaſe Duties, which we 
can now draw from the preſent Fitneſs, Con- 
| | venience, and Neceſſity of them; from their 
__  Saitableneſs to the known Attributes and Per- 
2 _ feftions of God, and from thoſe Relations out 
of which they ariſe. Of the former Kind 
among the Fews were the Covenant of Cir- 
| cumeifion, and many other Rites and Ceremo- 
nies; and among us Cbriſtians the two Sacra- 
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the Comman t0 believe in 2 | crucified Sarl. 
Cha y, Temp ance, , and. — like” "which | 
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for Numſelf, ps for al the World about him. 
that the former do as 1 y and ſtrict- 
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leneſs and ——— of Actions 
r preſent State and Relations, ' are the 
s by which we diſcover that it is the Will 
of God that ſome Things ſhould" be pe 
ed, and others omitted by us; but it ir then 
only: that the Performance or of 
them becomes Matter of Z Duty, Heidy 5 
2 hw we conſider them as required by 
our great Maſter, who will puniſh or Reward 
our Dili or Neglect of them. Indeed, 
that Fitneſs and Unfitneſs may be the Means 
whereby we diſcover that God requires them; 
and ſo far moral — truly ſaid to be 
founded in the Reaſons and Differences of 
Things, as that Expreſſion may ſignify, that 


it is thoſe Reaſons and Differences, which 
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bbs Thoughts: are NOT to. us us unſearchable and 
bis Ways paſt finding out, is to ſuppoſe, either 
that he is finite, crwe-infnkes:and yet this 
is taken for granted, by all who n that 
all poſitive Injunctio Is are to be rejected, as 
ſuch. Which is therefore a fooliſn and ab- 
ſurd Way of arguing, becauſe it is eonfound- 
ing the Nature of Things, and is ſuppoſing 
that God muſt kn no more than Man, or 
Man as much as God; and it is V i r 2 
dus, and monſttouily At. tO Te 
any Chriſtian Precept upon this Pretence ; 
| becauſe it is treating the Laws of God with 
Contempt and Neglect, for no better Reaſon 
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both in 1 this World and a better. And 
3 therefore the ny ſtrengthening ourſelves 
ion, the habitual Practice of this 
——— and the growing up in this Love, 
which is the End deſigned to be effected by 
which God has given us; 
ritual Obedience he requires; 
ſpit tual Life of a good Man 
robe xrly- conf N ® 4 | 8 end 
; J vine Favour, and intitie 
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judge only OF the outward Act. 
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Ay before h AT think, or. 
05 and let us conſider the Wonder of his 
Loe in al its, Fart. Let us'daily contem-" 
plate him in nie Werks, tis Gad n nd 
his Word; and let us look” beyond. the out- 


war@'Letter of his Laws to the. itual Intenx 
and Manig of them. Let us ffiake it our 


whole Buſineſs 20 be acqua inted with God; and 
to this End let us raiſe our Minds up to him, 
by ſerious Contemplations on Divine Things 5 
and let us confirm and ſtrengthen our Hearts 
in his Love and Fear, by Fervency 
Devotions and Addreſſes to him. In a Word, 
let us redeem the Time that is already paſt, 
by a wiſe and a conſcientious and tr or : 
wi at is to o. 


YN "I ow chk on a new „ Period af 
Life; and fince every Year's Experience ought 
to bring its Advantages with it, as we grow in 


Age, fo we ought to grow in Piety and in the 


true Knowledge of our Lord Fefus Chriſt. A 


ſides, we know not but the Eno may be 
likewiſe the laft Stage of our Trial: Let us 
tberefore begin and purſue it with that Seri- 
ouſneſs and Diligence in our Chriſtian Calling, 
| as if we expected to meet our Lord before the 
End of it. The farther the Day is ſpent, the 
nearer the Njght muſt be af Hand Let us 
then pur off the Works of Darkneſs, and i Say 
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6 to which Truths it is, | that the + Word itſelf _ . 
With refard/t. us, 4 Place « . d 
Refreſhment only, not of Reſt; and our fu- 
ture State is called our Home, our Refting-place, 
our abiding City, and, in the Text, emphati- 
cally our Life ; and that we are repreſented as 
10 . on the Bend: RN and 
oment a vancing, impercep- 
e thi Read feats 
very different Ends, and may terminate in 
Miſery or Hap} ; and as Man has there- | 


| "ayoid the one, and attain the other; hence it 
2 that thoſe Rules and Directions are ſome- 
1 24 the Way itſelf, and ſometimes he 
ig, whereby he guides his Steps when he 
walk: in it. Hence it is, that our bleſſed Sa- 
wour (the infallible Author of the beſt Rules 
of this kind) calls himſelf the Yay, as well as 
"the Trith,' and the Life; and * Pſalmiſt 
-fays, that the Law of his God was 4 Lamp 
unt his Feet, and a Light unto his Paths. — 
And in this Senſe the Chriſtian Religion, or 
rather the Belief and Practice of it, are in the 
Text called be Gate and the Way that ladeth 
ne Life, as being the moſt direct and infal- 
Able Means whereby we may attain it. And 
bdecauſe this Religion lays much Reſtraint on 
| "the Actions of Men, and takes away chat Li- 
-berty the l otherwiſe uſe, therefoe it : 
'E | faid, 


Fore need of Rules and Directions how to 


6d, that this Dione is | ha and his 2 
-narr0w; whilſt the living without any Re- 
ſtraint or Confinement from it is called the 
id Gate, and the broad Way, but which 
leads to Deſtruction.— And the Narrownels 
of. this Way, and the Straitneſs of this Gate, 
_ implying; that ſome Care and Application are 
E neceflary i in order to find it, and ſome Vigi- 
lance and Attention to keep i it; it ent 
urged by our Great Maſter, as a very 
Motive to quicken us in our Application to 
the Purſuit of it. Enter ye (fays he to his 
Diſciples) in at the trait Los 3 for wide is 
the >" and broad is the Way, that leadeth 
to Deftruttion, and many there be' that go in 
thereat : becauſe ftrait is the Gate, and narrow 
is the Way, that leadeth unto Life, and few 
there be . eee it. From whict n 
5 _ underſtood „I ſhall take ene, 


Wy To enquire eie thes 3 of b this 
| = Gate, and the Narrowneſs of this Way, 
do conſiſt; or, in other Words, what 
Reſtraints they are which the Chriſtian 
Religion lays upon Mankind, and how 
fat they extend. And, 
n. To draw from thence a oraftical Info- 
. rence or two, which may both nap 
and 1 s in our EL Y<di 


* P 
* 


3 * 28 3 : x 5 I 2 N 
. 0 y 8 — 5 N P ; 2 5 F * 1 7 ak 
} * * * . -. 5 | 8 5 . 2 I 
6" * 83 . p # 8 
. 4 . ; 3 
e 2 
i +4 ; 
* 4 DO: 
„ 1 : 
l 1 * 
4 2 


* the br 


ba "he 4 


I 


* 


being that —.— of Divine e Lis ght © which was 


| tas-m@biog/in chat — either to gelte, 
er Wie, or to | 


y, all-things peouliarito this 


2. „ 0 


7 


I? hls 


: 4 8 we 2 upon our Knowledge 


of them openly confeſs our Aﬀent to them, 
and ſtedfaſtiy adhere to the Truth of them. 
And when we have once conſented to the 


Foundations of our Faith, and admitted the 


Holy Scriptures to be the Word of God, and 


. al of it, it then indeed requires an im- 


plicit Submiſſion to the Truth of every Doc- 


trine advanced in thoſe Scriptures, as being 


tanght by that infallible Spirit, which neither 


can 8 nor be deceived. 80 that the 
dubſtance of our Duty in this Particular is to 
conquer our Prejudices, and ſubdue our Pride. 
210 reject the Principles of Chriſtianity, ei- 
ther becauſe they run counter to our Luſts and 
Appetites, or out of a vain Affectation of Singu- 
_ krity, or Faſhion, or ſuperior Wiſdom, is to be 
actuated by Prejudices, or preſent Intereſt, and 
not to be governed by Reaſon; and is there- 
fore condemned, as the greateſt Debaſement 


of the Underſtanding, which ſuch over-wiſe 
Infidels pretend thus abſurdly to advance and 
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Bravery to laugh at an Eternity, 3 2 
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= 4. and Well-being. —And to the Wane 

8 ktmony and Union all Error and Vice 
_ originally owe their Birth; the Will being in- 
c 2 to rebel againſt the Underſtanding, 
thereby gave riſe to comending Factions in the 
Mind, Lerne muſt neceſfarily produce Dif- 
order and Confufion in it. The fad Effects 
of which Confuſion every Man feels in him | 
ſelf, eee de ce te Lv of bi Member „ 
i ing againſt the Law Law 'of bis Mind; a * 
K , that he des Bo 
_ not, [and what. he wills wor and condemms, that. 
. and Miſery of Shia Is 
oon the Goſpel was intended to 
cupiate and remove; the former by the Blood 
of our blefied Saviour, the latter by his Grace 
and the Affi nee of his dent — The Under- 
2 which was darkened by Ignorance, 
guid + by Error, is both enligbtenedt 
amd rectified by the riſing of the Sun of Righ- 
teduſneſs, and: the clear Knowledge of thoſe 
| Truths which he has'revea A; and the Will, 
om patted with Tempta- 
tions, is fuiiciently enabled by Divine Grace 
io reſiſt and ſubdue them; and therefore what 
hriſtunito requires of us is to walk diligent 7 
by this Light, and concur heaztily with this 
Aaiſtanec. For the: Narrow of the Way,: 
3 DO eee conſiſts 
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. 8 fy Bs deſpiſe the Grace of God, and = 
neither obllmatel to refuſe Obedience to the 
Dictates of our on Conſciences, nor ſtub- 


bornly to reſolve to act contrary to them. 50 


that the Rule we are to walk by is, in ſhort, 
this, That we be very careful not 0 reßſt or 
quench God's Spirit, and not fo condemn our- 


-Jerees in thoſe things ꝛubich aue approve. 


"The Errors and Prejudices of the | Under- 
Banding being thus removed, and the Stub- 
bornnels of the Will ſubdued, in order to com- 
plete, as far as may be, the Reſtoration of the 
Divine Image in us, Chriſtianity proceeds next 


to the Regulation of the Aﬀettzons, which it 
directs both with regar 


Fi ſufficiently reward them; and 


God of Nature, being not only moſt 


2 of us not — oh gl; honour” 


d to their Objects and 
the Degrees of then: lp requires the placing 
them ultimately and eminently on thoſe 
Objects only, which do beſt deſerve, and can 


only ſuch a Concern for leſſer Things, as che 5 
State of our Nature does at preſent require; 
and ſuch as is conſiſtent with, and ſubordinate 
to, the ſuperior Regard for the: greateſt. he 10 


himſelf, but likewiſe the Author of all Per- 
— witbout him, and the Fountain from 
'% Ir. good | things flow, is both the 
noble on which we can fix our 

5 9 rr the ay: one that can deſerve the 
greateſt Degrees of it; and therefore it is re- 
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a" but to love bim Gab all our Hearts, our 

; Minds, and our Souls, And as Sin has been 
the Cauſe of all the Evils Mankind has ever 
ſuffered, and is yet productive of the greateſt 

Miſeries to us, it is therefore the moſt proper 


1 Object of our Hatred and Averſion, and we 


are therefore admoniſhed to regard it, and the 


Authors of it, as our greateſt Enemies, and 5 


loath and deteſt them as ſuch.—And as God 


is a jealous as well as a great God, and beſt 
able to puniſh or reward us, we are therefore 
taught to fear his Anger, and the Confequen- 
ces of it, as the greateſt Evils that can befal 
us; and are commanded by our Lord not 70 
fear thoſe, who after they have killed the Body 
baue nothing elſe that they can do; but to fear 
his Diſpleaſure moſt, who can deſtroy both Body 
and Soul in Hell, —And on the othes hand, as 
the Divine Juſtice and Power are tempered 
with Mercy, and he in Goodneſs has been 
pleaſed to give us great and precious Promiſes, 
we ought therefore to place our greateſt Ex- | 
pectations and Dependance upon them; and 
if we labour diligently to perform the Condi- 
tions required, he commands us to fix our 
Hope moſt ſtrongly on his Mercy, and to be 
aſſured that we ſhall ſee him in the Land of 
. the Liuing, and ſhall awake up after bis BH 
neſs, and be ſatisfied with it. And as the 
_ greateſt Misfortune we labour under is that in- 
 herent hows acquired Corruption, which is al- 
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de kel gage Aces and e and 
Springs of Action thus purificd and 


dleanſed, the plain gence is, that we 
= 10 ef up all Things. conſiſtent with our- 
Les, and anſwer the Integrity af our Hearts 


ence of our Lives. That we ab- 
in from all Acts of Violence, Injuſtice, and 
Oppreſſion, and conform ou rlelyes diligently 
to the Laws of Benevolence, Equity, —1 
Charity. That by a fri Aemnilatee on the 
4 of N 0 b and e Worthp, we 
Cots: not any Act of Contempt, 
Levity, of Diſboscur, to proſane or blaſpheme 
it. That we labour diligentiy to ar all 
_ ourſelves 4 I: dt i the Temples of 
the Holy. that upon our failing im 
"2 — 00'S ng we apply ourſelves to 

an bo ſincere Repentance, and heartily 
forgive our Brethren thier: (fences, as we ex- 
Þ God . ours.—That ws 


g's 
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U r and humble, the Will ſabmifſive 


5 ne . 


with which Ill conclude. And, | 


— , . 3 45 
a Here © perfect. 
Thus have I enqeavoured e a 


| brief, and as comprehenſive a View of the 


Religion, ; and the Difficulties of it, 


2 FE ſo ſhort a Compaſs; and 
to.ſhew, that. the Narzowneſs of our Ohriſtian 


Hay confiſts in keeping the Under/landing = 


and obedient, the Paſſions. orderly and regular, 1 
= in living. up, as much as may be, to the 
impartial DiQtates of fo pure and well-regulated 


1 1 8 . 


|. Ildly;. Draw a. few. Row Inference ; 


n one Way, aro. 
ſo great, and the Deviations from it ſo many, 


. 4 the utmoſt Circumſpe&tion muſt always be 


to prevent our ſtumbling or falling 


in it, or wandring from it.— We have ſtrong 


Inclinations, — Paſſions, or perhaps in- 
veterate Habits to contend with; and there- 
fore great Conſtancy and Reſolution of Mind 
will be neceſſary to reſiſt, ſubdue, and eradi- 


cate them.—Nor is our Way only thus thorny 


and ſlippery, but beſet with ſubtle and mali- 


cious Enemies, who labour inceſſantly, every 


. e * ded _ Siber! * n OT ſupplant us. | 


” __ of the Darkneſs 97 805 . a- 
tual Wickeaneſs in high Places —& 
_ Contention' Which is indeed the Deſign. and 
” the Work: of Life; ſince we know ourſelves 
to be en with ſtrong Temptations, 
from which no Age or Condition can plead 
Exemption. —As e healthy Vigour and raſh 
= nee of Youth inclines ſtrongly to Plea- 
ſure and Intemperance,' d does the Coldneſs 
and Experience of Old Age to Avarice and 
Diſtruſt; and d whilft the pinching Wants and 
Contempt of Poverty tend vielently to 'Mur- 
murs 2 Diſcontents, the rich Man is no leſs 
in Danger of Pride, Luxury, and Oppreſſion, 
from the great Advantages of Afffuence and 
Power. And the Senſe of Danger ſhould 
therefore incite all to be perpetually u 
their Guard, and ſhew them the N St of 
: Watchfulneſs and Application.—And left the 
Difficulties of ſo continual a Warfare ſhould 
terrify us from n ho RY in ir, it 
ought 0 wed obſerved, 


nb Chriſtaniry Walen us more an 
equal to the Labours it points out to us; and 
that we can be in all things more than Con- 
querors, through Chrift' that ſtrengtbens us. — 

The Difficulties of our Paſſage are indeed too 
many and too great for any Strength of our 
ons to ae inſomuch that we Soak 

| wa 


| a= dee ae e a War. 
4 ting us, that 60 him that makes 4 


Kaul Kinder the * ar it on 
Men's Minds, than they who DNA its hot 
_ cepts to the Rigour of a Legal Perſection, 
_ repreſent it under the melancholy. Aspect 5 
perpetual Sorrow and Diſquictu — : 
there are, who pretend tis neceſſary to attain. 
di an unerring State; whilſt others enlarge the 
FSenſe we ought to have of our Infirmitics and 
* to ſo . — 
th . 
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12 —— of cur Warkire wee | 


__ arowedly-very z were. they not fo, our 
Way "would rot be here 


. e 


Tord. — And as to the 6 


Denial, are indeed commanded in the 


ſo far as they tend either to n 
work out Righteouſneſs; and as oft as they 
are neceſſary to theſe great Ends, or required 
by Javeful {ein ay they are required of us, 


either in order to the one, or in Obedience to 
the other. But to imagine that we ought 
therefore to be always ſorrowful, or always on 


EFF 
Ks — are the only proper Signs of Re- 
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called zarrow, or aur 


will give the Vidory to all K dfaft 
and | Arg in it, through DD” ; 
ties of Abſtinence, ee e and Selk. x7 


4; 8 
r 


2 


ener Repentance can Ibs a tt e In- | 
Kere ders of EnthuſfaGn, or aCloyſter; and ap- 
to be calculated more for the Purpoſes of 
5 Kg tereft and Vain-glory, than the Promotion of 
- the great Ends and Deſigns of Chriſtianity. — 
For the Chriſtian Religion is both active and 
| ful; it requires us not to withdraw from 
I 2 finful World, but rather to labour to do 
Good in it ; and it places more Virtue in the 
Tabdning'one Luſt, or conquering one Paſſion, 
than in ten thouſand empty Groans, or corpo- 
tal Auſterities.It makes the Reformation of 
our Lives the Meaſure and End of our Morti- 
fications; and condemns an Over-fondneſs for 
dutward Appearances, as tending rather to-re- 
commend us to the Love of Men, than of 
bim who is and fees us in Secret, —And it is 
ſo far from denying, as to command, 
thankful Uſe and chearful Enj joyment of the 
Bleffings of Life, which are given us for our 
Comfort and Refreſhment, to balance a little 
the Evils of it. —But as the | great Danger here 
is of uſing them too much, and loving them 
too well, it requires us to remember, that we 
are not at Home, but in 'our Road thither, 
and muſt therefore only ſo far ſet a Value 
upon them, as they leſſen the Troubles of our 
Journey, and enable us the better to bear the 
Fatigues of it. Which Temperance is not 
only the moſt pious Uſe of outward Bleſſings, 
: but Ot. the trueſt N of woo: - 
"on 


; * he ** 2 8 
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SERMON * 


9 * 5 


y, I at notwithſtanding the Me 
neſ of our Way, it is not only paſſable, but 
i pleaſant. —The Walking in *y as has been 
repreſented, is the making a dail 175 
* Improvement of our Faculties and the 
Perfection of our Nature, from whence ariſe 
the only rational and the moſt ſubſtantial 
Pleaſures. of Life, Theſe Delights are ſolid, 
manly, and laſting; ſuch. as no Art or Vio- 
lence can take from us; and ſuch as will 15 
moſt uſeful when moſt wanting; then moſt 
enlivening when we are moſt oppreſſed. And 
as we proceed in the Way of * Faith and. Vir- 
tue, To we ſhall grow in Strength; the Mind 
will grow more vigorous and chearful, the 
farther we advance; and the Effects of that 
Vigour will be Patience in Time of Affliction, 
and Magnanimity in Time of Danger. For 


be Men s outward Condition what it will, the 
never- failing Fruits of the * Life are 
Eh fie ang Joy. 1 


SERMON 


„ 


pick 


ps. cxix. 77. 


15 * n me that I Baue 1 
ante that 7 might lan thy 
4 tarutes. fy 


B18 Pllm, however long or tedious 
it may appear to rant, in- 
coaſiderate, or ee fs; Men, 
ail euer afford great Pleaſure and Delight to 
ferious, attentive, and devout Minds. There 
runs re it ſuch a Warmth of Afſection 
for God and his Laws, as will be very apt to 
kindle the like pions Flames in thoſe who 
have Ab Taſte for 8 Things. 7 
gen Subject K Happinefs of loving 
God above all Things, 3 on in a 
ſteddy Courſe of Obedience to his Com- 
2 — and the holy Penman appears 
 thoughogt, poſſeſſed with ſo ſtrong a Senſd of 
it, that every new Reflection makes hir break 
out into new Refolutions of: purſuing” it, dr 
moſt pathonate Ejaculations Prayers for it. 
with this Happineſs, Be Fare 
the Urdu the Way, wit uod in 1 _ 
8 


iq ; f 
1 eftimonies, and that . ſeek him with the "whole 
He. And ſoon after eries out, O that my 


e the Lawn Any 
Effects they produce in the Minds of thoſe 
a who make them their Rule of Life, he often 

xclaims, Open thou mine 15 that F may 
| behold the wondre > thy Law. When 
he attends to the Wi/dom of obſerving thoſe 
Laws, and to the —_ Folly, as well as 
Wickedneſs of 8 —.— he then 
prays with Earneſtneſs, O gibe me. Under- 
ſtanding, and 1 ſball Leeb thy Law, yea, 1 
al e. it with my whole Heart And 5 
when'he remembers, that the Afflictions which 
S od had laid upon him were one Means of 
btinging lim to a due Senſe of his Duty, he 

then declares his Gratitude in the Words of 
| the Text, It is goed forme that I have Ge 
l x afliied, that T WE learn thy Statutes —Or 
nm other Words, I am thankful to thee, O 
. ſevereſt Diſpenſations of thy 
Providence; becauſe, as he before expreſſes it, 

| Bęfare I was aicted T7 went. wrong, bur now 

Dare I kat thy Word. — This happy Effect 

= made the leans: of - producing, it, bowever 
grievous. in 8 a Blefling ; the graci- 
| ous Deſign of Almighty God. in cauſing him 
1 to ſuffer, was to bring him to his preſent Joy 
x * +. 1 refo — now: felt. 


| I 


a endung his 2 Cott tat 4% the 
 Fudgments of the Lord are right in themſelves, 
| (v.75) and that he, 97 very Faithfulneſs and 
Affection to him, had cauſed him to be trou- 
bled ; and very affectionately and gratefully 
1 cries out in the Words of the Text, 75 7s good 
05 me rbat T have been affiited, that T might 
| learn "thy Statutes ——$So that theſe Words 
Har Plalmiſt's Senſe of the Benefits he 
; from the Afflictions he _ ſuffer- 


quire why Go e Us af Af. 
een to promote the ſpiritual Advan- 
tages of the Afflicted, and to teach them 
the Statutes of the Lord. And, 8 
u To ſhew the proper Uſe to de made of 
them; as well by thoſe who are not at 
1 viſited with any great n wu 
We as s by thoſe who are. | 


5 1 Lam to enquire DOK God makes UG of 
AfiQtions to procure the ſpiritual Advantage 
of Men, and to teach them the Statutes of the 

Lord. And this, I think, will be very evi- 

; dent, and the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
in choc — 

8 gracious 
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"Men fol and tumbleThoughs of them- 
"ng. chem . natural Incapacity for 
-- Happineſs, and their immediate r 
dance on Divine Providence. 


* 7 
8 
* 


bo 2. That Afflictions naturally tend to teach 5 


Men the Emptineſs and Uncertair 


nty of 


all eartbly-and external-Advantages ; and 


bo to draw them off from placing too 'preat 


A2 [Confidence in them, or ſetting - their 


Affections too ſtrongly upon them. And, 


3. That Afflictions naturally tend to ſet the 


 contiderate Man be gi Enquiries into Fu u- 


5 | be attanod or expected here, | 


PR Firſt N | akin chat one Reason 
1 wa it gleaſes God "A often to make uſe of 
Afflictions to bring Men to a Senſe of their 
5 prey, * him, is, that 
: juſt and kamble Thoughts of them- 
8. Eves. TEL of their -own- Works, by ſhewing 
them their natural ity. for Happine < 
and their immediate Dependance on his Pro- 
vidence. Vain Man would fain be wiſe and 
1 tho' he always comes into the 


by ſhew- 


/which is not to 


naturally tend to 


eee — * out of it, , ike 4 a will 


8 R MON XI. 194 
. Cult. — He would: hs 15 . of 
mighty Importance to others, and to have 
mighty Talents and Perfections in himſelf.— 
And this indeed is the leſs Matter of Surprize, 
becauſe if he can perſuade others that he has 
theſe Excellencies, many Advantages will ariſe 
to himſelf from the Reputation of them. — 
But that he ſhould ſo eaſily be able to perſuade 
himſelf that he has them; that he ſhould be 
able to fancy himſelf a kind of independent 
Being; ſhould boaſt and value himſelf upon 
what he has received, as if he had not re- 
ceived it; and ſhould form great Schemes of 
Action, and enter upon them without any 
Reference to him who made and who ſup- 
ports him: this is only to be accounted for 
y th neracy of his Nature, and the 
Short-ſig 920 or Blindneſs of his boaſted 
Ua ang And yet we ice, that this 

Vanity and 3 is ſo interwoven in our 
N — that perhaps not one of the Sons of 
Mien is totally 55 — it. The meaneſt of- 

ten expoſe themſelves to Ridicule by it; and 

the moſt worthy too often obſcure and diſ- 

credit the greateſt Endowments by affecting 
an 3 Shew of them. — And were this 
all, the Evil would not be great, or its Conſe- 
quences dreadful. But the Miſery is, that the 
ſame Spirit of Vanity, which inclines us to 
value and depend upon ourſelves, draws us 
off from our Dependance on our great Maker 
* Preferver,—— The 3 of . 

1 whi 


| Abilies, and flatters us, oy Tre are able 40 


preſeribe Laws to others, naturally leads to 
Laws of God. It not reſtrained in time, it 
. Men at laſt unto the Seat , the Scorn- 
and then, as the Wiſe Man expreſſes it 
bare true Km dge, and 'will not chooſe 
45 Fear of tbe L. 
= © "bis Counſel,” they” deſpiſe all” his 5 
. —And hence appears the Goodneſs of 
gde © God in making Uſe of Afflict 


this fatal Diſeaſe; which ſo often leads them 
to tranſgreſs it.— 


their very Sent 
all their boaſted Attainments they are nothing 
in themſelves, but bat his Hand bas made 
them. — It is making them fee/, that it is be 
noho lifteth up and 
Life and taketb it away, at his own good 
Pleaſure.— And, 2 every Man has more or 
wr at 1 ; hence may ap 


to place us an this Vale of Mikey, « as prepara- 


to our true Happineſs; namely, becauſe 


aeg one has likewiſe here his Share of Suf- 
ferings to undergo, as a proper Means to wean 
bim from t too fond a Love of himſelf, and 
lead him to the Fountain of everlaſting _ 8 
. * 


produces a Neglect and a Contempt of the 


4; they will have none 


ion brig | 
bring Men back to a Senſe of their * ih 
becauſe they naturally tend to cure them of 


4r'is Taying the Air to the Root 


of the Tree; in'as much as it is appealing to 
to convince them, that With 


ere dawn,” u giveth 


8 . ” 5 3 r 3 


1 q ST ME 7 97 
a6 thing can N this lofty 8 irit of 
1 reaſonable to expect _ Ln and 
Suffering will. Theſe demon ſtrate how de- 
pendent and how weak we are; a juſt Senſe 
bY that Weakneſs and Dependance naturally 
turns our Thoughts and Deſires to the avert- 
ing his Anger, on whom we depend, and by 
whoſe Appointment we ſuffer; and as his Love 
and Favour are only to be obtained by return- 
ing to a conſcientious Obſervance of his Laws, 
it is therefore in t this Senſe good for us to he 
2 that we may in this Manner be led 
en to learn Gad. Sean . 
Again; As Affſictions thus naturally much | 
us to know ourſelves, ſo do they likewiſe en- 
able us to form a right Judgment of the World 
about us. They ſnew us the Emptineſs and 
— 2 ternal Advan 
tages, and draw us off from placing too great 
A Confidence. — wp or ſetting our Affecti- 


ons too ſtrongly upon them. The Scene, in 
which ie pless God to ed eli Gals 
ſhort Pilgrimage, is d beautiful and daz. 


ling, 1 5 no je Wander: it ſhould ſtrike power- 
fully on our weak Imaginations.— We are not 
able to diſtinguiſh immediately between Ap= 
pearances and Realities; and when we are, we 
are very ſtrongly inclined to lay a much great- 
er Streſs on thoſe real Advantages than the 
deſerve.—The Unexperienced-and the World 
Lene are n with every thing about 
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Purfuit.—As they: feldom ſcrople any Means 
my heir Ends, but, on the contrary, 
I fie all Senſe of Virwe and Duty tot hem ; 


cannot T poſtibly obtain; 
Fon mos; Ne with imagining that they ne 
ver can have'enough.——But is this judgin « 


I« this acting like Men, or purſuing reaſonable 
| Pikd67==80- far h that it is cheating 


employing real Labour and conſtant Fatigue 
min the Ä of them. — It is ing ry 
und fitting up late, and eating the Bread of 
_ Care Nah, La no rational View or Purpoſe 


olve ud fit down. and 


out chair Ns in a An ch an bare 1 


ecauſe 5 bs | 
o the End of Life, * 


aright of the Nature and Worth of Things? 


themſelves with their acme 


Whale er.—Or, if Mien dio ſhort, which 


are, 


n EE . Coon —— rom oth 

d. they enable „ 
And, when thus . ve may 
in our ee DEST ENF 


are —— at all e At, any 
ately neceſſary to — that Life Þ 
=] the walking in ſtately Rooms or gilded 
Palaces, and the fancying them our own for 
a ſew Months or . 4 the 9 55 | 
Field after Field, and recounting. Hea pA 
Heap, which during 15 very Act 0 
this are imperceptibly {li from us, an- 
muſt ſoon be left to him that ſhall come foe 
us; is this the Fans o f a thinking Being, 
An this fatisfy one, who is formed Eo oe 4 
veying Heaven and Earth; whoſe Faculties are 
adapted to the nobleſt Objects, and who, as 
he can look forwards to numherleſs Ages, 
muſt naturally aſpire aſter ſuch Enjoyments 
= will. never end? However our Paſſions 
908; blind, uus. * Apt, cue or Exam- | 


and her # reſtleß: Search af. 
ter theſe! Mee n wine the World eile Wil. 


Redſon, not the Perſuaſive Calls of Religion, 
Way of en it is therefore a 
ſtrong Inſtance of the Goodneß of the 1. 


8 
ed Lof wilt make the covetous. 

that it was foolifh to place 

his Confidence in ſuch e 04 8 mute them. 
us, whether 1 i 

en r the Riches aud e. ages 


_ "ae . 


A 


1G oe th. 
ot en 


our . — Affection from. vain 


5 
Le 3 EY 
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deprive: 'us of thi . And this Leads me t 


a „ 
* ey br}: N goo? * . * SF * WE BY 
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gp" * i 5 7 . . 
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ings is 
1 that Aﬀitions aud dpa con- 
berate Perſons upon Enquiries into Futurity, 


n Erideavours to attain that Happineſs 
| er 5 which is not to be attained or ex- 
ven in the very Frame, and Make of 
our Minde, that we cannot ſhake them off; 
and the Conſequence of chatte ia, that as' ſoon as 
we find that it is not to be had in one Place 
or Thing, we have Recourſe for it to another. 
And becauſe we are fo inclined to place it 
in preſent Things, that nothing but Experi- 
ence will convince us of our Error, it pleaſes 
God to inte and lay his Hand: upon us, 
have that Expet And 


C 


* 
is very viſible. — Yain Aang wett all his boaſt- RY 
ed Abilities, places his 8 Lxpectas 
tions on what can never content him; runs 
from one Detufion to anothe in ſearch of bar 
Bliſs, which nothing upon Earth can 4 


img and when he is ſo fir — as to be ö 


it will — 1 1 — — Thought 
from uncertain. in Thing to certain, n Time 
f the 3 for which, be was for 


0 dea taken Grams . r a8 mY painfe al 
ſtemper may demonſtrate to him, 
that this . could not be deſigned for the 
Seat of his Happineſs, where ſuch grievous 
Fains may y Gaal 7 overtake him, and in which 
5 Ort and every N VAOME 
— to ne then is he to book 0 or 
hope for Happineſs, if in nothing which the 
2 World isable to give him >— Where, but with 
goes Who - ormed him for it, 
= has prepare . chat ; for. him which 
'% will he cam plete — laſting? — Where, but 
in a futars and fn ate, 2 n D 


* Irie . — — a Syed 
removed. om Ka. I an. 2 may br 


"at 


4 th. 


. — of arriving at them. e then he 


— WP a a” 


 tutes-of the Lord, and may 
| Peace and Glory with him. ee 
Tbeſe. are ſome of the gracious 


am len e e 


5 N to ſhew what are the proper 


Deportment ought to be nates; their Viſita- 


| great Deſigns of God in bringing Afflictions 
en us, the * Uſe to be made of theſe 


nen 


> Manſions where only true Joys are 
Found; the Reſult will be an earneſt Ap- 
on to the Laws of God, as the only 


will with ——— acknowledge, as the 
1 | ES, that 1 Was. good for. 

bim to be afflicted, that hen might learn the Sta- 

ah raiſed Nene e 


8 c it 


Paul Adva ntages, : 


rr 
teach us to know our 


elves, and the World 
bout us; and to draw off our Hope and De- 
xndance from carthly ao: cemporal things to 
1 as are bewenly « nn —And 1 


td Particular I — to <a 8 name- 
Uſes to be 
made of Afflictions, as well by thoſe: who are 


not at preſent viſited with any great Share of 


them, as by thoſe who are. 


As to thoſe who are thus viſited, thay has 


vs what their 


Xe! already ſaid plair 


it has been 1 what are the 


— 
___  Bufineſs and namen an t 
z umble hi inſelfin Hie ight; . 


20 


hae to kay — the 
med with bio 


| * regis on — dil. | 
” | &i —— ; and depend on the 


eu. well as — by n wing dur 
10 ! that he would not grieve, or 
vere it not g us 10 be 


bly of the W. 
— we ought to think; — 
x our Valae for them to their real Uk — 


— in our © —. thee] Life; and. 
00 convines ourſelves, that very little is ſuffi- 
anſwer all the reaſonable Uſes of them. 
Te 0 obſerve the Folly. of an endleſs Purſuit 
of what very few obtain, and much fewer en- 
joy; and to confine our Affections and Deſites 
to what is neceſſary and convenient for us.— 
Jo learn Contentment with a few things, if 
ſuch be our Portion; and to ſubmit the Suc- 
ceſs of all our juſt Endeavours after more to · 
the Determine fol of Providence ——In 
Word, to learn to look with Indifference, 4f 


not Contempt, on thoſe uncertain Things, 


which to love is Vanity, and to loſe Vexation 
of Spirit; and to raiſe our Minds and Affect 
ons to things more e 
This, as has been obſerved; i is den OY | 
cious Deſign of the Almighty in laying his 
Hand upon us; as indeed it is the general 
Intent of all his Diſpenſations with us We 
= deſigned for real and laſting Bliſs, and are 
brought into this troubleſome. and uncertain 
State of Things to prepare us for it. The 
Wiſdom of God 30 the one neceſſary in 
order to the other; and he therefore cauſes us 
to ſuffer for a Seaſon, that, if we make a right 
and wiſe uſe of our Suffering, -we may rejoice 
with him for ever.— And no Man can need 
any other Proof of the Neceſſity of this Diſei- 
pline, than an impartial Examination into his 
n hops We are _— y ſo attached to 
oi worldly | 


mit all to his Diſpoſal ;- 


baue its | 


well knows, that all theſe evil things work to- 
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nd us s from chew, rbb 


. us, in ; the Croſies — Dikgpo intments which | 
dis Providence kindly 3 Way. — 
And Fab ſtop us in our Career, and ſhew 
us the Folly of our favourite Purſuits; if they 
turn our Thoughts to him, without whom 
we can acquire nothing; and | teach us to ſub- 
they ſo far have their 
due Effects upon us, when theſe Trials of our 
Faith work out Patience. But Patience cannot 
fect Work, the ſuffering Chriſtian 
| cannot be perfef# and entire, wanting nothing, 
till the Afflictions of the World have weaned 
Amn from, ond xed his Thoughts, 


God has: prepared for xem that love him, on 
future — Glory, and Immortality.— 
And this the afflicted Chriſtian has much 
greater Encouragement to, than any other af- 
flicted Men can poſſibly bave.— The Unbeliever 
Eknovvs not from whence his Afflictions come, 
nor for what excellent Purpoſes they are in- 
tended ; but the good Chriſtian is- AF ac- 
quainted with both. He ſees the Father of 
Mercies in his — Diſpenſations; and he 


eee 
Infidel's b Reaſon can afford him no ſo- 
lid Support und 2 . Difficulties and -Dan- 
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WON XI. 20 
IJ FA ned Pr 1 | himſelf up for loſt, and 
plun e himſelf into Deſpair and nn - 
Hence the melancholy Accounts we ſo often 
meet with of rat mac Self-Murthers- in this 
unbelieving Age. Men firſt forſake cheir God 
and Saviour, and then he forſakes them; and 
when thus given up to their own — not 
real only, but imaginary Evils, nay. a meer 
Mantonneſs of Mind, or Wearineſs of Life, 
has been ſufficient en them to ſacrifice 
themſelves, and ruſh. into endleſs Miſery.— 
Whereas: the faithful Chriſtian has a 2 
Support, which can never fail or forſake him. 
—His Triumph is not only over the Evils 
which lead 40 che Grave, and at worſt can 
only end there, but over Death itſelf e 
ſees the Captain of his Salvation made penfect 
through Sufferings ; and is authorized and re- 
quired by him to look forward to che Redemp- 
tion of the Sons of God. Let not your Heart be 
troubled, ſays our great Redeemer, to comfort 
his Diſciples under every. Evil which the Ma- 
lice of Men or Devils could bring upon them.; 
N believe in Gad, believe alſo: in me.—As you 
truſt in his Providence, ſo look forward with 
Confidence to my Redemption. I am going 
to make the Atonement for you; I will 
ſtrengthen and ſupport you in all your Trou- 
bles; and I will bring you through them co 
the Hap pineſs which? I my ſelf ſhall enjoy.— 
5 l amy faithful Chriſtian ame 1 wh 
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api — vec k63, that the pro- 


who exalted 26 all Principalities 
only in this World, but in 


a 55.0; come; let him fix his Eyes 
- — — 
place his Happineſs there, and only there. — 
This is not only the proper 
| but the nobleſt Fund of Comfort under them, 
ce we know that our preſent Afliction, 
foment, if we learn from 
4 fiction the Statutes of the Lord, will | 
work for us for more men and eternal 


Fab of Glory. 


and let him 


Uſe of Afflictions, 


but for .a Mo 


* and to condude.—As to thoſe who 


2 which — to make of the Af- 
is, not to be bigh-minded, 
due fear —Not to look with Contempt on 


thoſe who are in Nature their Equals, and 
perhaps i in Merit their Superiors, only becauſe 
more afflicted, : or leſs proſper 


ä 7 75 to 


9 
* 4 


em 1 -thel nc 


Sate 


gs to the Author and Finiſher our 


Feruſelem, and the Spi- 


ns, it maß 


ous than them 
ſelves; but to fear the Diſpleaſure of that God, 
whoſe unmerited Bounty only has made the 
Diſtinction.—Not to heap Sorrow upon Sor- 
ro in dejectec Minds, by Cruelty and Scorn; 

ertainty of their own 
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gate, Ws 1 to mourn with nd that 
mourn,. as well as rejoice wth them that re- 
Jeice.— To extend their Compaſſion and Con- 
bern to every afflicted Mortal; and to purſue 
tze moſt noble and ſublime Delight of giving 7 
Spirits to the Dejected, and Joy to the Dif- 
conſolate.— For if the Rich, the Powerful, 
and the e would get true Wiſdom at 
the Expence others, which is generally 
thought * moſt deſirable Way, they alſo 
=o karn the Statutes of the Lord from the 
Afflictions which they ſee in the World. 
They muſt, not lay much Streſs on the little 
outward Diſtinctions between them and others, 
but learn from what others ſuffer, that they 
themſelves are Men, liable to the fameCalamilice 
every Moment, and often brought down to their 
Original, the Duft of the Ground, ſooner than 
their afflicted Brethren ; and they muſt re- 
member who it is that has told them, how 
very difficult it is for. @ rich Man, that is, for 
one who places his Truſt and Confidence in 
* — Zo. enter into the mas of Hea- 
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ARABOLICAL and figur 
ſions and Narrations are 


L not be im- 


75 


eſt d are in great Eſteem 
| they are not intended ſo much to ami 


to inſtruct Mankind 


| "TY s E 1 R M1 Oo N XII. 
The Manner of ſuch Relations does W 
pPleaſe and entertain, which is one good Rea- 
5 ſon for. the Uſe of them; but the great End 
| ſign of them is to improve and amend. 
hw wi in this Senſe, and to theſe Purpoſes, 
dur bleſſed Lord adopted the Uſe of them in 
preaching his Goſpel; by often conveying thoſe 
Inſtructions and Reptoofs to his Hearers in 
] Parables, which they were either too uh 
p. efied-to have heard; or too corrupt and 
gnegligent to have attended to, if they had been 
delivered in plain and proper Terms. 
And concerning the Parables in the AY 
there is this farther to be obſerved, that they 
have all one great Point of Doctrine or Practice 
in View, to which all the Parts of them do 
more or leſs relate, and with an Eye to which 
they are to be explained ; but that the ſeveral 
Branches of the Narration do at the ſame time 
allude to and confirm many other weighty 
und important Truths, which are not to be 
_ overlooked and neglected And though thefe 
75 Alluſione do not amount to yes and clear 
+ thought wiimplyiy 5 yet io they much firength- 
en and confirm, as well as illuſtrate, ſuch 
Doctrines and Precepts as are made plain and 
clear in other Places of Scripture. For there 
4s nothing recorded in vain in the whole Book 
of God; and whatever we can in any juſt 
manner learn from thence for the Improve- 
ment * our N e or t ie Direction of our 
: WTI "8 „ — 


bade 5 %. be,applicd 9; üg gelen 
4 Purpoſes with all the Force it will ger bites” 
End if it be allowed, that Paraples are 1 
formal Diſſertations on any est d 
ſegwentiy many things are omitted” in them, 
3 . in ſuch Diſſertations roight: he ws ht 
eſſential — ſſary; it W alikemis: be. 
= Mind and Hears in 4 very d ape; an 
gaging Manner. And as thoſe Omiſſions are 
owing to th. narrative Form into which Para 
bles are thrown; it were therefore as abluyd 
as It: is wieked, to neglect the Inſtrue Hor 
pins en. account of thoſe Onion 
3 en: us: in 9 beautiful D els, a 
1 <7 in a Anne: en is agret 


2 a Part, the e in View, x be. . — 
b 5 — oo pcs hs Fewi(h,.: 
more under the. py Di; { 


Delli tion; Al 
the general Deſign. of it is to teach us, that 
the Proos of thoſe. Revelations are ſo ſatisfac 
tory and convincing in themſelves, that they 
Who will not attend to them, and be reform- 
ed by them, are paſt Conviction and Amend- 
ment by any other Way; or in other Words, 
that of they wil not believe Moſes and the Pro- 
bh Hay; a Apoltlcs, ſo neither would they. te 
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* , which ere of the utmoſt 


- that be may y dip ths Tis of 
Water, and cool: wege for 
vid "in "this Plane. — To which 
. things, 
; but now 4 
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bs reſt Uh bar fo to demgan himſelf as 2 | 


2 im —— To 8 


as well as ee dient Al- 
eliever and the Unbeliever, 


* —_—_ . ur W icked in it, chat he 
" Walt — and obſtinately ſhut his Eyes 
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— 3 not tio hoy every 


00 n is: pref 
| Fall. ſhall have 
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or xr againſt, the Law of My bs, ort 
be hen. mi 


1 penitently,: tranſgreſſ 
Sin entered into the Wo 
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5 and Wies in general z which, we le, t 
had ungratefully abu ſed the 81 
Allotments, and the e had 
patiently ſubmitted to the heavy 
d Oircum- 


. 


isf16d— 1 with — — And 


right? AiShall che Blaſpheiner for ever Wen 1 


o dare Heaven with his Inſults and deproac 
—0r hall the py. gle Micha Chriſtian 
lift up his Head and trium 
1 rare 

wa Or 8 niquity Aa ways: uns 
pn ?— Moſt aſſuredly, as the Eye of out 
God and Saviour ſecs every inward and out- 
er Circumſtance with which our Words and 
b Ac ions are attended, and even looks into the | 
Zhts and Intentions of the E j ſo 
will his Juſtice at reat Day every 1e 
of t REES an our 
1 3 not 15 eee b e, 1299 r- 


epent E ef receive its open 
Naitesebe 1 in * — Shame and Confu- 
fon of Face; and every true Act of Faith and 

Obedience to him, every private Act of Piety 
ty to Men, ſhall in the fight- 


0 God, or Chari 
of Men and Angels receive its Por 
nour, er | 1 e e = 


ior 1 


2/1; of Heaven and che Regions of Hel 
nam in bet, ſo will they be various 
1 ring and Enjoyment; 

to the ee Cha- 
racterꝭ and former 1 of its Inhabi- 
tante, . n o Malie to God or Man hall 
.cſcape - due Puniſhment, no Endeavours to 
promote the Honour and 
or Happineſs of the other, be unrewarded; 
* at; wht every Diſper 33 of God's Novi 
ce here ſhall, as it E been uſed or abuſed, 


a. bow of. Go e to. imply — 7 9 his 
|. _Spirit«bas-graciouſly. declared as much; and 
+ bis Power will perform ii and will t thereby 
e cr and tre emendouſly r 

_ own Mercy and Juſtice. in that Day. which 

be has app inted for the Diſtribution — theſe 

Portions, in the y in which he will  judg e the 
World by.Ghrift Sefus.—Bor. if this Diltribu- 
be juſt, it muſt be equal; and if equal to 


Nen in general, it muſt be different to every 


as be has differed from, or agreed with, all 
others. —And if this Diſtribution be both thus 
"_ and thus different, it will then not only 
Clear up and juſtify all the Proceedings of that 
Day, ei, wall py hr haye a 7 


Glory. of the one, 


0 oncile his 


ar Man, ſo far, and no farther, than 


len his Treation.—For it hon EO | 


oqal or unjuſt, on account of any 


1 ment,” "which 1 in this 
us. Son, ſays Abraham i in the Text, Femem- 
ler that thou in "thy Life-time received thy 


but now: be is comforted, . and thou art 
mented. ——And where chen was the Injuſ- 
tice, the Inequality, or the Hardfhip''6f 
making the one very y poor, and the othet very 
rich? If they who in this Life receive good 
things hall, for the Abuſe of them, be pro- 
5 porticuubly n in another; and if they 
who in their Life-time receive evil: things ſhall 
for their Submiſſion and Obedience to the 
Will of God be hereafter proportionably com- 
forted; how can theſe Diſtributions a good 
and evil things be called unjuſt?: Or what 
Room can there be for n e and Com- 


5 " IF . 
* | „ 4 7 
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ghty Win hos * 
ED 4, „ 


mah, That al the - Difpenſations' of God in 


this World will in the End be fully cleared of 
| all: Imputations and Objections; and that e 


Xt without Impiety arraign them as. 


Miſery or Happineſs, Suffering or Enjoy= 
is Life only can be allotted 


| things, and likewiſe rus evil things; 


plaint ?—Beſides, the Difference between theſe 


. good and evil things is by no means ſo great 
as we are apt to imagine. There is ſo little 
ſolidl and rational Satisfaction in the gaudy 
Trikes we moſt ac 


ire and ſet our 


| Gl tar @ very fitinll — red Hep, 
= neſs * wald be an abundant amends for the 
forme good, 


but a Men; Be been, — ſtagger d, 
and the Hiſſolute hve, p 


Stare: of Rien of une home 


to atraign 


che Belief of Ge 


the Ground! eee Doubts, and the 


br And, for 
ſtapgering aught 


| 838 and che whole 1 D 


1 3 ef the © 


rofane wy 1 | 


el Menz and at 9 and fafting 
: ae! 1 


an 
and 5 2 the 
Divine — — e endeavour to baniſh 
cs Providence out of the 
5 World. Whereas the Weakneſs of the one, 
8 3 Wickedneſs of the other, may be uf 
mifeſt from this fingle Reflection: 


— Accuſations, - wholly reſts 

upon this Suppoſit on, that the whole Exiſt. 
ence of Man — to the narrow Limits 
of this Life, and that this World is the only 

_ Scene in which God will have any Negard to 
 kim.—la that Caſe indeed the Objections : are 
er vation, are in 1 ſome fi „ 
it and Fal. 
| key hee in ha apple. deer Paul allows 


F 


ee Zut 
What if there be ande © Sean 8 
of which the preſent one is, in reſpect both of 
Durghion and — as nothing When 
pteſent momentar y Sufferings ſhall be ſucceeds 


- — — will. den 
been our greateſt Singe a 5 Meng 1 
the Cauſe" of Religion will be Matter of end-. 
leſs Comfort 3/ and not the Juſtiee only, but 
the Merey of our God, will then ſhine: forth 
out of our ſevereſt Trials —It is indeed as ab- 
furd as it is impious, to apprehend that the 
reat Creator and Governor of the Univerſe 
s pv —=g to explain at preſent to our Capaci- 
ties every fingle Part of his Diſpenſations with: 
us; it is ſurely ſufficient to all the Purpoſes of 
right Reaſon, as well as Religion, that he wilf 


appear infinitely juſt, and and merciful; 
upon the Whole of gy gt is 9 | 


| anſwer. the Demands of ORs ſtricteſt Juſtice; , 
that no Iniquity- ſhall eſcax iſhed; and 


that no Man be finally miſerab e without his 
owh Fault and Concurrence.— And it is mor 
than ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes: of any ? 
Goodneſs lefs than infinite, that momentary 


and juſt Zufferings ſhall de rewarded” with 
. Enioye joyments ;- and that they who 
3 Years in the tine Faith and Fear of 


Jojuſtice,,. 
on theſe yain Sy 
ny knen 
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ſays o 
1 would wat us to 
in our Ales — 


e more ob. dient and ſub⸗ 
d more humble and con- 
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ſt Obſervation from. 1 
it is- therefore ev 


in all its arts; 201 gk to — 


and provide for one pa LEE 
| reſt; wa 2 to b demean himſelf, as will beſt 
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4 | Lhe on 5 — 6h þ tho 1 1 is * 
| Duty, and. it is his Intereſt, to conſider What 


Man in the Parable ! had had no future Account 
to give; he never, had condemned himſelf for 
l being wholly. intent c on his. preſent empty En- 
Ep 1 g of PN elſe; 6 15 Wears 
lug luis Purple, and faring ſumptusiſiy every 
3 | 2 is the diſtreſſed and afflicted Hed Beg: 
gar had been without an Proſpect of faring 
= b e ter, in another Life, his — and oy — 


5 3 of 3 if by any Art or 
Power he could have nd Nunſclt of. the 
Palace, and revenged the Inſolence of the 
f hau ghty Poſleflor —But the 8 n of 


. of inexpreſſible wad, endleſs Tory tits, 
made the Reſignation of the one Willow, and 
the Luxury — Pride of the other Folly. —PFor 
what Equality is there between Emptineſs and 
3 Perfection? What Propor ion be Ween in 8 | 
and Eternity? — The Horrors of perpetual = 
| Darkneſs and Deſolation are ſgrely too dear « . 
Purchaſe, for all that an emp mm - 
tranſient Power can give; w il the Enjoys 
ments of the beatifick Vigon ate too great, 
too laſting; not to merit che Diſcipline of the 
ſtricteſt Virtues, and the Labours of a conti- 
nual Application. — For, as the 80 of God | 
v nſelf beaches us to argue, | what” true Profit 
FL, 1 


be mall be, as well as what he 3 is. —If the rich 


SEES | : : 
* 3 
n 4 ja 
D ” * 3 
e 5 % 
& AY N * RW» "ps "x4 
2 al y 5 
= - 2 bs 37 7 * 2 
5 - 
- A : 


hs be co be dba; ah 2 . 


e and h bir. e Saft . 


At laſting Advantage, what real Profit is 


' there not to him, wo by any Rigours, any 


Denial, or any Sufferings, Thall throught the 
' efficacious Blood/and Death of his Redeemer, 
fore 5 —1 is then the Buſineſs of the/preſent 
provide: wiſely and effectually for the 
Futur i ve: Conſites eatly, Cer it be yet too 
E that” we tay be comforted, or may be 


zver<balance the Incitements 'of 


Jefire, „ with Reflections on the 
0 ing Conſequences of the 


Gre ave; aid a ribunal; ene Marbogh. the 


Grace and Affiſtance of God the Holy Ghoft, 


age ourſelves to a fteady Co 


5 Infidelity, Sin, and Satan, under the ſe⸗ 


vereſt Trials een Of Want or Perſecution, 
13 carly Anticipations of future Glory, and TA 
- moſt enlivening Proſpect of 2 in 85 
| ths! Salas ah Rather fr} 0163 +9 

If Prudence and Foreſight are inſeparable 


the wiſe Man's Character, that Vigilance 


Ind d that Care can ſutely never be ſo well im- 
pleyed, as in avoiding thoſe Miſeries which 
* Tongue can expreſs; and in obtaining 


_ thoſe good and invaluable Things, which it 


cum enter into the Heart of Man ts conceive. 


We have the Experience of the moſt difſo- 


ute and abandoned, as well as the Dictates of 
the wiſeſt among Men, to ſhew us that the 
Pleaſures of — * weir F Decays and their 


Diſſa- 
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Kane the infallible Word of God himſelf to 
allure us, that his faithful Serietts ſhall foike „ 
al the Stars in the Firmament of Heaven f- 

auen and Ever. We have the Calmneſs and 

ity of the good Man, even in the maſt 
adverſe and afffieting State, ta ſatisfy us, that 
preſent Trials and Conflicts oſten bring inward ; 
Peace and Conſolation with them even here; 
and wwe have the ſecret Dread and Remorſes 
of; the bad in the midſt of all outward Ads 
wuntages, to forewatn us of the horrible Con- 
ſequences. of Guilt and Impenitence here , 
And how great, how neceſſary then, is the | 
Wiſdom of tt one? How qdreadful, hom in- 
ercuſable the Folly of the other p Of this we. 
find the rich Man in the Parable fo very ſen- 
fidle when it was too late, that, finding all 
Attempts td relieve himſelf ineffectual, be, 
who had neglected his own Salvation,” bes 
comes ſolicitous for the Preſervation: of his 
Brethren, whom he left -bekind-him, and 
| implores the ſending a Meflage from the Dead 
for their Conviction, —And though this Re- 
_ queſt was denied him, as well as the former; 
yet 0 us it the Mord of” this Satvation ent. 
For our ſakes was this written, that every Eye 
might ſee, and every Ear hear it, Top we 4% 
 tome' into that Place of Torment. dA 
And what is this Work of irrte; but 
| ber as: we have not only Mofes and the Pro- 
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7 Nen and e Governor's Duty to ſee that 
due Attendance be given to thinks Inſtructions ; 
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arecit's chief Concern, that his Child be well 
informed, as ſoon as he is capable of it, of 
thoſe fare. and unalterable Foundations. upon 
hi h the Chriſtian, and no other, is built 
is only can kee him ſteady and unmoved, 


bang carried about with every Wind of 1 Doc 
ny. by the: Craftineſs of theſe who dye in ar 
io arcei ve. Chriſtianity requires this Exami- 
We of all its Profeſſors; the farther wo en- 
quire into the Truth of its Docte es, che 
firmer will be our Faith, and the greater our 
SatisfaQtion in ; and it is but. Juſtice 


a as their Underſtandings ripen, not only of 
the Matters which they are to believe and do, 
but likewiſe of tbe Reaſons for Wes they 
ought to believe ens do them. 


Church ſtrictly requires of us that it ſhould 2 


this being one wiſe and excellent Means of 
bringing Children up in the Nurture and Ad- 
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the ene Enjoyment of any of this World's 
Goods ;: and above all, that this -will thew 

In the World to 
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Ba will be theſe, "has: if their Children 
prove bad, the Parents will have nothing to 
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muſt expect tis Portion of it; en, fince no 
can either totally avoid Calamities, or 


them upon us. Theſe will ſupport a Man in 


ec 2 * to the ſtrongeſt Tower of Defence, 


Refuge, by making his God his Confidence. 


them, —By ſhewing us the wonderful Co 


dous Love for us; and what {6 reaſon- 


15 us the Vanity and Uncertainty of this Life, 


and that it is not our reſting Place, or abiding 
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Conſolation and Peace, when all outward 
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Share of this World's Goods, they may like- 
wiſe reap this Advantage from a pious Educa- 
tion, as the learning from thence the beſt and 
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ſings which are vouchſafed us. — Indeed, if 
Nen conſider themſelves upon a Level with 


the Beaſts, they may then conſiſtently enough 


I place their Happineſs in beſtial Gratifications, 
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Peace and Compoſure of de own Minds, in 
being ſatisfied themſelves with their own Con- 


duct, and in knowing that their Enjoyments 
ate reaſonable and juſt.L And if ſuch be Mens 


Views in the Uſe of their Poſſeſſions, Chriſti- 
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(0 have been early taught and * that 
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And becauſe ſeveral Practices and Cuſtoms 
are here alluded to, which are not built upon 

divine, but upon mere human Authority, I ſhall 

think jt proper very briefly.to point out to you 
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Baptijmal Covenant as being a ſolemn Agree- 15 7 


ment and Engagement on our parts to per- 


form ſuch. an ſuch Conditions, and as ſolemn, 


a Promiſe and Declaration on God's part, that 
upon our Performance of them we ſhall have 
ſuch a Re ward. —— What thoſe Performances 
on our parts, are, will appear. by the ah 
Queſtion. and; Anſwer; and the Bleſſings. to 
which we are admitted by Baptiſm (and which = 
I come. to conſider). are, as has been ob. 
ſerved, here enumerated and ſaid to conſiſt in 
this, chat we were by Baptiſm made Members. 
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: nify that # was = ſuffered to continue long 


in a State 0 Death; but his Soul was fo ſoon 


united to is Body, as to prevent its being 


corrupted. 


3 * who underſtand this of the 


Deſcent of our Saviour's Soul to the place of 
the Damned, and of what he did there, have 


no Warrant at all from the Holy Seri Ones. 


for any ſuch Interpretations, but appear fond 
of is into what we neither are taught, 


nor are concerned to know ; and therefore 
That it is at leaft very ſafe and very fi- 


cient to underſtand theſe Words as I do, ta 


ſignify no more than this: That as our Bleſſed 
Lord was actually dead and buried, ſo he con- 


tinued ſome Time in that State; his Body be- 


ing laid and remaining in the Sepulchre, and 


his Soul being all that Time ſeparated from it, 


and continuing in the ſame State as thoſe of 
good Men will do es NE Time of their 


Wen. 
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The third Day be roſe again from the Dead. 


A v ING thus cn our Bleſed 


ion, and declared our Faith of what 
bs ſuffered for us as Man, we now roceed to. 


his Glorefication, which begun with his Re- 


ſurrection from the Dead. And on this Arti- 
cle we may obſerve the Time of his Riling,” 
and the Certainty, and the Importance of it. 
The Time of his Reſurrection was 


Me third Day after he died, reckoning # 11. 


1 of both.— The Jews meant by Days a 
Day and a Night, as we do, when we fy 
there are ſo many Days in a Week, Month, 
or Year ; and by a very common Figure in 
moſt Languages of taking a Part for che 
Whole, they ſaid any thing laſted ſo many 
Days and Meter, which laſted any part of the 


irſt and laſt Day of that Number, — And in 
this Senſe our Lord is faid in Scripture-Lan- . 


guage to have lain rhree Days and three Nights, 


that is, three Days according to their Manner 
F computing, in the Heart of the Earth, Matt. 
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of all he was. een f 


St. Bree lip; 


and theſe all atteſted tlie Truth of this 8 Fact, 
un nfirmed i it by 5 gus and one, r 


727 the Hol "Gy, 29 at laſt ſealed it 
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| | ſuch Commandments as he thought proper, 
ND L 2. then, as is at in the 


"Sixth Article, He a tended into Heaven, and 
— feeeth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. A came to paſs while he bleſſed 
| them, ſays St. Luke, xxiv. 51. be was parted 
Fim them, and carried 4 into Heaven; that is, 
5 he tranſlated himſelf thither as Man, Soul and 
Body, and went to his Father and our Father, 
there to prepare a Plate for all his faithful Dit. 

E in bis Father's Houſe. : 
By Heaven, and the Heaven of en is 
meant in the Holy Scripture, that Place where 
„ leaſes God to diſplay his Preſence and Ma- 
jeſty in the moſt conſpicuous Manner. — God, 
who is preſent in all Places, cannot properly 
be faid to be confined to any. — But he is 
pfleaſed to diſplay that Preſence to thoſe that 
attend bim, and communicate and make ma- 
nifeſt his Glory to them in one Place more 
than in any other; and this is that Place 
' which is ald to be above all the Heaven, 
Heb. vii. FRG and which. is termed by St. Peter 
the moſt excellent-Glory, 2 Pet. i. 17, and our 
Redeemer's aſcending thither is therefore call- 
ed by the Apoſtles his being received up into 
_ Glory, 1 Tim. i. 16. and his FOE into his 

: 655. Luk. xxiv. 26. 
By bis fitting at the ii, 2 Hand 0 God is 
Tg meant, his being exalted 50 the higheſt Ho- 
5 . Dipnty a and F, next to God the 
e » ä 
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t PR ; and his bein g fixed in the Poſſeſſion 
bf that Authority, by Which all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth are become the Kingubms of Chrift, 
Rev. xi. 15. and all Angels, Authorities, and 
Powers, are become ſubjec? unto Bim, 1 Pet. iii. 
22. — God, who is a Spirit, cannot have 
Hands, or any other Parts, as a human Body: 
But the Sacred Writers borrow our Ex- 
preſſions of earthly things, in order thereby to 
give us the only Ideas we can at preſent form 
_ of thoſe that are heavenly, = And as then an 
earthly Prince places him at his fight Hand, 
whom he intends moſt highly to honour, and 
to inveſt with moſt Power; the ſame Expreſ- 
fion is here applied to the Maj jeſty of Heaven, 
to import the ſame thing; not to be grofily 
and literally underſtood; but to enify only, 
that our Great Redeemer has all Authority com- 
mitted to him in Heaven and in Earth; and is 
now exalted above every Name that is named, 
either in the preſent We orld, or in that which 
is to come, —And as fitting in theSeat of Judg- 

ment, or /itting on a TS, uſually denotes 
among Men the Poſſe/jjon and the Exerciſe of 
that Authority and 1 Fewer with which the 

Judge or the Prince is inveſted ; therefore the 


fame Expreſſion is applied to our Lord, not ts 


| fignify any particular Poſture of Body but o 


import his Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of that ſu- 


_  ffeme Dominion with which: he has been 
_ Crowned.—In this Senſe he is faid to be fat 
_ down with. bis Father on his Throne, Rev. iii. 
09H ö ä e en 
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5 13 ſeated)ingbis Kingdond>>and! nu 
- . g Hie HY 
Hock uit dawn-ali her Rule, urdohity;' and 
Poder: and hath broupht:dlb things into Subs 


Jian wander, hurt Trug, 1 Cori 25 1 


A Tommhich we myſt add hat he not only 
upem his Aſcenſion received the moſt excellent 
G on Men, and beſtowed: them upon his 
Cbusch, an doegat preſent govern and pro 

anon: Enemies by: pag þ x rect] 


< | 2 5 « 
| the gh e e ad aun, hr 


an en ee thao, 
ſenting to the Father his e Har Tae: 


Sins, and ding for our Pardon and For 
pel. E che Words of Ste ohn; i, ay" 


Aan fin, who is a Believer, and fincerely re-. 


pents of f bis Sins, We) Have. ay , with" 


- only, ode ai f ; te. the 
arid. Joh: il. 1, 2. — Andi if be r 
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whole World; as his belavel 
pete m then byg him -:houldrall 
_ appli f05the> Fortin, ond by:chis Midiation: = 
Au Ibcerce ſſiam gn hy tip fir W 9 
their: Petition: A eonſe the In xo 
cation ufSaifrts and Angels, as taught A 
piactiſec inge Church of Nome, bis at beft 
what our; 22d Article reprefents f it tos be 
fad thing, bainiy invented;rrandigr 
mHfHerratitey: of Scripture, but Tate os 
unt be Hd of God. —-It is a" fond this 
becanſe r ſounded only on; a! ſuperſtitious V 
| backer nem de 
eſpecially the Virgin Mary, without any ſuf! 
Reaſons or Authority to ſupport it. 
Tat St. Pau calls a voluntary: Humility, 
i 18 and an Inirufion into thoſe: 8 
which. they _ haze. not ſcen, n neither know any 
thiug of ET it is ſo far not holding our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt. the Head, as it is appointing other 
e e he has not appointed, and 
PS plying much oftener for Help and Relief to 
they do to bim. This Doctrine . 
eig is vainly invented, becauſe it can 
never be made appear, that they who' da 
and practiſe. it either do or can receive any. Be-. 
nefit-from.it.=—In order to this it muſt be 
ſhewn,\ that the Saints and Angels and Virgin 
do-hear;. or 4z04w at leaſt, the Prayers of their 
Voteries, and are both able a” willing to 
help then But this neither has, nor ever can 
de proved, without a Revelation from Hea- 


oc N 3 | ven. 


Here re« 


"th: by Kk G Tt UR E _ 
ven Such Knowledge and ſuch power 1 


only to God; and the utmoſt that can Juſth 


be ſaid is, that it is poſſible he may commu- 
nicate them to his Creatures; and if the bare 
PFgſiibility of what Omnipotence may do be a 

5 Juſt Ground for Religious Worſhip and Invo- 
cation, the ſame will hold as ſtrongly for all 
other rational Beings, as for thoſe which arc 
— worſhipped in the Church of Rome. —This 
_ Invocation is ſo far from being grounded on 
a Warrantry of Scripture, that not one Paſ- 
ige of it can be produced, which, rightly un- 
_  derftood, gives the leaſt Countenance or En- 
; couragement to it. —On the contrary, it is ſo 
far repugnant to the Word of God, that it i 
oppoſite to the general Deſign and Tenour of 
it; that we find St. Paul condemning in ex- 


3 preſs Terms the Wor ſhipping of Angels, Col. i. 


18. and that the Angel hirhſelf in the Revela- 
tions expreſsly forbids St. Jobn to worſhip him, 


; man he was 51s Fellow-Servant, and com- 


mands him to wwor/hip God only. To him 


5 58 Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt, ſhould all 


our Invocations be made; and all our Hopes 
of Succeſs in our Prayers ſhould be founded 
only in the Merits and Interceſſion of te 

Lamb, who fitteth upon the Throne for ever and 
ever. —And that we may ww faint in = 
| nce upon him, we t contihually 
| Dependace of his 1 for us wil 
be continued as long as we ſhall want it, or as 
long as the Heavens * contain him out oi 


our 


mt E 0 2 R E III. * 3 
a « Sight ; that is, till the Time of the Conſum- 
mation F all earthly things; or, in other 
Words, till the End $4 the World ; _ _—_ 1 
according to the pes, 
"Seventh PI E 0 come ve from thence | 
t ; judge both the Quick and the Dead. | 
That is, he ſhall come from the Place i 
where: he has been ſo long hidden from our 
Eyes, and ſhall appear in the Sight and Pre- 
ſence of Angels and Men, and ſhall call all 
Perſons into Judgment Who ever have lived in 
the World; not only the Quick, that is, thoſe 
who ſhall be then alive, but all thoſe likewiſe | 
that have lived and died i in all paſt Ages from 
the Creation to that Time.-—This will be the 
I laſt Act of the Kingly Power of the Me/iab ; 
and the Holy Scriptures are ſo exceeding clear 
and expreſs in all the Circumſtances of this 
judgment, that it is almoſt impoſſible to miſ- 
f take them. — The Solemnity of this great Day 
f will be very great and terrible; the Heavens 
ſhall paſi away with a great Noi, and the © 
Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat; the 
Earth alſo, and the Works that” are therein, 
ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet. iii. 10.— The Fudge 
will, as the Article expreſſes it, be- the Lord 
775 himſelf, who will then be. revealed from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels in flaming Fire, 
2 Theff. i. 7.—The Per/ons to be judged will 
p be all Mankind; before him ſhall be gathered 
- all Nations, Matt. XXV. 32. or, as the wee 
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phets, and inſpire 
are puri ified througb ca in r obeyin the Truth, 
In all hoh 


| n, at 1 all * 


Diſcharge 


him, Ibid. 26, = by his dwelling in us 48 


his Temples, and frrengthening us with Might 
in the inner Man, Eph. iii. 16. and by his fl. 


ing us with all Yo and Peace in believing, 
Rom. xv. 13. and his ſealing us over unto the 
Day of Redemption, Eph. iv. 10—And: as it 
is on account of this Joy and Peace that he 


is ſtyled the Comforter, who will abide with 
the Church of Chriſt ſor ever; ſo it is on ac- 
count of his aſſiſting and e Graces, 
without which we cannot diſc 
chat he is faid to ſantiify ws, and we are faid 


to be born of — John iii. 3, 5. and theſe 
his ordinary Operations are called our Sandi. 


Feation. — And in bin this Senſe woe profeſs our 
Belief in the Holy Gbeſt; that is, we mw 


to believe that be is very 
Riin& fran the Father and the dn, but fro. 


ceedeth frum them, and is to be worſhi pped 
with them; and as he ip; pake by the Pro- 
5 ſtles, ſo our Souls 


1 Pet. i. 22. And as then 


ron 
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Ec Ae e 8 whereby he 
enables all faithful Chriſtians in the' preſent 
and all Ages of the Church to diſcharge their 
Duty, and gives them Joy and Comfort in the 
of it; this is expreſſed in Holy 
Scripture by o r being led by the Spirit, Rom. 

viii. 14. and 5 our Infirmities helped by 
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2 our: Duty, 


. 8 U R E III. 367 | 


: 4 pro . therefore we are wiſely taught in 


our. excellent Liturgy to pray, that in order 
to make clean our Hearts within us, God would 


not withdraw bs Hoy: 12 from Us. 


' Ninth Article; The holy Catholi ck Church, g 


the Communion of Saints. 


Our Bleſſed Lord, a little 1 iis left the 
World, and aſcended up into Heaven, gave a 
Commiſſion to his Apoſtles (as they afterwards 


did to their Succeſſors) to go, teach, and male 


Diſciples to his Doctrines, among all Nations.” 
—The Apoſtles, as ſoon as they had received 


the Holy Ghoſt, to aſſiſt them with miracu- 
lous Powers, immediately put their Commiſ- 


fion in Execu tion, beginning at Jeruſalem, 
where they made great Numbers of Converts 


o the Faith. Theſe Converts joining toge- 


ther in one Faith and Worſhip, and being 
united to one Head their King and Governor, 


were therefore conſidered as one Body, and 


called the Church of Chriſt. —This Church has 
continued from the Apoſtles Days to our own, | 


and ever will continue to the End of the 


World, our Lord having promiſed that he 


Gates of Hell, that is, neither Perſecution nor 


Death, ſhall id far prevail again it, as to 


deſtroy it; and in this Church only, ordina- 
rily ſpeaking, Salvation is to be had. Every 
one, who has it in his Power, muſt profeſs 
himſelf a Member of it, if he would be ſaved. 
For, 45 with the Heart Man believeth unto 


R OOF 


hy : and 6 —— beer not 


lary, is not the whole he requires 
iſciples, who are moſt ſtrictly obli 
85 —— toly ; in all manner of Converſation ; there- 
this Church is here called Holy. — And 
becauſe it does not confiſt of the People of 


one Nation only, but of: thoſe of all Nations, 


and in all Age fince cur Lord's Appearance, 
therefore ths Holy Church is likewiſe called 
Cathelick, that is, Univerſal And in this 


| Senſe we declare our Belief in the holy Catlo- 


liel Church; that is, we profeſs to _ 
that our Lord, his — 2 their Succeſ- 
Fo oe. 25 virtue L. Ter derived * 
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Peo en 9 oh his Rel gion, — 
= ! ng. whom only Salvation is, . ordinarily 
ing, to be had; and that all theſe Peo- 
who believe his holy Dee have bs 


 miniſtred red among thew, and; are bob. by Obli. 
on, and Prefeſſion, that all theſe Peo ; 
ple. coſlectively conſidered, are Grif s Holy 
an e 10 1 Wees they may be 
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not in the, City of Rome itſelf,” 1 
| the World. —All the Promiſe = 


An other Part of it; and all Powers and 
Privileges Which he gave the Miniſters of A 
ned to all the Apoſtles, and all their 


* 


i 
} 
1 
| 
b 


” 


* 
Ly _ 
A < 
* . 
On. : GO 
£7? 8 
2 Cy 2 


Ra 


* 


* 


3 

5 7 
_— 

* . 70 


— 
* 
— 


o I » © i v: 


> / 
ad 
6 f x 
[-] 


0 Si ALY 
i 
0 H 


1 
0 0 \ 3 | + N 
1 PL 7 p E 2 3 
* +> : : 
* 4 tg 
q * Leh Ln LE 
NIN 4 
* 2 - 


* * . E 2 5 
% p * 1 
. 


ho 7 Pad f 


u Fo. 


| 5 A 5 15 * 0p all 8 Gr. 


. Hue of 


2200 £ js 77 
To 2ll the S, 1 Ts 


* 
EF 


FL * ö 
q __ 1 / 6 1 
bt , * 
: 4 K : # (em; 
* = : 5 
* ** þ 
| 
4x : 75 
5 * : {> 
F "x" N 
„ #4 a 
* * 7 — 
4 — = 


Pas «he . 


e 


* ; 


* 


craments 


Tun E u 


3 4 pl of on their common. Head; therefore 
theſe Chriſtians, when conſidered as one Body 
bound together by theſe Ties of Union and 
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Almoſt every Man Who has bad any juſt 

1 : Jotions of a God, or his Duty to bim, has 
been ſenſible off 


perly alld the ccni of Soints. 


„ and deſerved. the Puniſh- 


| dar 2 to thoſe Tranſgreſſions. But how 


to atone for that Guilt Which lay heavy y upon 
bim, or avoid the Puniſhment. which he juft 
dre ded, Man / Himel, was Ever ; able to 
c Cover. —This was to Re 
tain, if not utterly unkn 


lefler Faults, it did not ut from all things, 
Gal. in. 10.— t is the Goſpel of Cheiſt alone, 


which brings us theſe glad T:dings of our per- 
fect Peace with God, and. his. entire Forgi ve- 


neſs and Good. aul towards Man; and teaches | 


us the Atonement whereby this Peace h 


Rep mance. nd Forgiveneſs . of Sins. 75 now 
| preached | y his Church unto all Nations, in 
our Lord's Name, according to his own Pre- 
diction, Luk. xv; 47. —The firſt Means of 
obtain 8 this i FER [ 1 1 is the Sacrament of 
e 5 Baptiſm, 
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io with one another, are in general 
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Men; and though the 
7 expiſh /þ Dilpe nſation appointed Expiations for 
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Son of God, . before explained. —8⁰ that 
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5 eie Ours 
2 Fra by God's Mercy, and Chriſt's Merits 
embraced by Faith; and it n very Jolly 
„ dem 


Viptſi, 5 0 which all Perſons hes are duly 


C jualified are fully cleanſed from all their 


mitted before they were 


baptized. LANG therefore, ſays Anunias to 


7 70 nd WASH 
3 Acts ent Mg 6 Aa even The aug 


St. * 5 Fe ji he" "Bape 


Sink ite after Baptiſm, the ſame Mercy 


and Forgiveneſs is promiſed to us upon 
the Goſpel. Terms of Repentance” to Toba — 

and Faith towards our Lord eus Ci, 
Acts xxii. 21. — And in this Senſe we declare 


our Belief of this Article of the Forgiven 120% of 


Sins, namely, that in the" "Hob" Get Catboic 


Church of Chih, before Wen 


pleaſed moſt gracibuſſy to © convey to 
7 Forgivenefs 1 in the firſt Inſtance; upon he 


ing baptized into it; and afterwards to aflure 


us of the fame abundant Mercy, if we ſin- 
cerely repent of thoſe Sins — after- 
wards Nac ; and if we embrace by Faith 
the Merits of our L. rd's Death, e Is 101 


| Propitiation for our Sin. 


"So that 7 e Forgiveneſs bows Sins is here to 


be tinderſtood to be wholly founded in, toys 


derived from, the alone Merits aridSufferings 
Adorable Redeemer; excluſive 6: . the 


what our Church calls our 
Righteouſneſs ; that is, our hi 
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ap the e are jar cans Death-and the 
1 the: 23 are in them, 


* at the laſt Day, when dunn 
| bull al the W e before him, 


Bb 4 


ere i the Kernen "of the: Bech 


ouls and the Souls of all Men, | 
ſhall 


| Hall be naiſed out of the Duſt; and that our 
| Lord-w0ill: change our uile Bodies, that they may 


to brmſelf, PHT. + # ih 


"Mm 1 we? wa = 


vl be al ſpree of, and that i is 
, 2 nd 5 . eh ever. 


| ds fer our Bodies ſhall be hui 
and our Bleſſed Lord 


— have” Paſſed eres e bn the then 


they ſhall never more be ſeparated again, 


They ſhall fro n thenceforth live for ever, 
either in eternal Mi 


nels, according to anbat be have before done in 
the Body, 
evil. —The Wicked hall go away into everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment, * and the R tobteous' into Lift 
eternal —But- though both theſe Puniſhments 
and. theſe Rewa 


ferent, and proportioned to every one's Wick- 
daes or Vittue.— Some, to uſe the Language 
of the Scriptures, fall be beaten with. many 


E 7,48. ſome ſhall be made Te over five or 
"Aids Þ 94 - ” Gl 


1 40 ye . = their Bodies, which | 
| beifaſtioned like unte bis glorious Body, accord. 
i to the mighty Working, whereby be is able 
2 atory | 


, we proceed in the next 
Kare our Belief of what 


"Death "ſhall no more have Dommion over. them. 
Miſery,” or in eternal Happi- | 


"whether if be good, or 'aobether it be 
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ds will be everlaſting, yet the 
grees of Suffering and Enjoyment will be dif- 


Stripes, and others with few only, Luk. xi. 
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n Inconceruable* by Bo becauſe they 
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wo Gries only i AI ten, Id. 
. And, in either Caſe, the! 7 
nents an wards is at 


adapted to 2 State of our Natures" at that 
Time; of which at preſent we can form no 
diſtinct Ideas. But this we know, and declare 
ourſelves ſure concerning it, that the Puniſh- 


ment of the Wicked will be Fnexpreſſible as 
well as endleſs Horror and Torment; and the 


Reward of the Righteous will be 7nconceiv- 


| able as well as eternal Joy and Glory.—And 


ſurely it muſt be a to deter us from 
all Sin, to know that our Portion, if we die 


impenitent, will be in everlaſting Fire, pre- 
fared for the Devil and his Angels,” Matt. xxv. 


41.—It muſt ſurely be enough to quicken and 
keep us ſteady in every Chriſtian Duty, to be 
infallibly aſſured, that The Righteous hall then 
ſhine forth as the Sun (Matt. xiii. 43.) in the 
Kingdom f their Futber, and reign with their 
Bleſſed: WT and Saviour e Jor's Fur 
and . Ny 
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Chriſtian Faith; and as it may have appeared 
from this Ex planation of them, that they are 
only a ſhort Para phraſe on the Form of Bap- 


tiſm, it is from theſe evident, that (as the 


_ Catechiſm teaches . in 5 next 9 
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was pleaſed 10 propoſe. . to this 
token 2 e ene — 7 
concerning them, "that thoſe Laws 5 Com- 


r A Of” 2-0 > 008 a7 ed” 


% ey: to au PO Two e 


A "Dy cnt 


By are to be reel and underſtood | in that 
TT 92 34 full 


theſe 7 8 were 9 5 22th to the Fews was, 


re the Laws of that God «hs 
3 them out 0 the Land 0, Egypt, out 6 
5 ps / ole of Bonda age; but they are be kd 
to us, a8 Chriftians, under the infinitely more 
| endearing Motives of being the Laws, of that 
God, who, in order to deliver us from the 
: PO 8 Bondage of Sin and Death, bas 
dlſed for our Sins, and riſen aguin for our 71, 
Fiſcatim; who has redeemed ug from eternal 
Slavery and Miſety with Bit own Bled, and 
ſentHfieth us with bus Holy Spirit, and who is 
aſdended into Heaven, Nd fteth at the right 
Hand of his Father, where he is 1 
Place for us in eternal G ory And fo Ie 
wiſe of the Interpretation; [ther Jeus might, 
for Inftance, confine the Meaning of the ſe- 
_ venth Commandment to the Act of Huting 
_ their Neighbours Beds; but our Bleffed Lord 
tells us, that he tbat ſoletb on a Woman 15 
l after ber hath committed Adultery with 
ler alreach in bis Heart. ——And' fo like- 
Wiſe of the reſt of the Commandments, and 
' the Threatenings annexed to them. — Which 
being premiſed, I proceed now) to 5 187 
theſe Laws, confidered in 12 e 
| Sg Ha = at "and the ” 
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bis Honour, and 1 is. 


enjoins us to form true Notions of 


Litho ſhalf know him 7% 


10 i _ other Gods 5 me. —Which, our 2 
[Lord repeats and , explaitis' in theſe Words, 
Thou /hal 7 avorſbip, "the. Lord thy God, and bim 
2 uy af 9] thou ſerve, Matt. iv. 10.—And from 
theſe. two. Paſſages taken together it is ver7 
in that the whole, Import of this Com- 
ndment contains theſe two things — 1. It 
the having, that is, the acknowledging 
or. worſhipping any more God: 
1 180 to St. Paul, who ſays, 1 Cor. vii. 
We know that there is none other Gad but one.— 


And. . RAR does acknowledge or rhe i 


more Gods than one, robs the true God of 
guilty. of the firſt and 
—And, 2dly, 
> ef Lord, 
im who is 
the. true God (that is, the ſame God whe 
1 655 up the Ct ldren of Iſrael out of Egypt, 
and who hath. redeemed us from Sin and 
Death z) and to pay our Duty to him, in a 
manner ſuitable ti to thoſe true Notions of him, 
: e, what he is, the 
Lord thy God; and ſhalt worſhip and ſerve him 
as ; ſuch—That i is, Thou ſhalt acknowledge him 
to be the God who created the Heaven and the 


moſt heinous ſort of Taolatry . 
95 Commandment, as expreſſe 


_ Earth, Gen. i. 1. the Lord who created all 
things, and by. To va all things conſiſt, Col. i. 


16, 17, and be Spirit which ſearcheth all 


| things, even the deep. things of God, 1 Cor. ul. 
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than one 3 7, 
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entation, is ng ds lun to e of 
thing tha either 1 18, or at leaſt is ſuppoſed 
* . in Heaven, .or in Earth, or under the 
Whatever the Thoughts: and Inten- 
h a Worſhipper are; whether he 
the e as the Repreſentation of 
od hi lf, or of ſome, Being that he has 
n ade; Whether he intends to confine his Ad- 
.oration. $0. the Image before him, or only to 
ber ttue God by honouring the Image; 
hi mage be a Repreſentation of 
ne inferior Being, he confines the Honour 
he goes to the Being repreſented by the Ima ag: 

or deſigns only to honour God by doing 
nout to that Being; Wbatever his Defgns 95 
Inagi nations are, which this Commandment 
dogs not at all enter into; he ſtill pays religi- 
'ous Honour to the Likene neſs of ſomething, 
Which this Commandment. expre My forbids; 
and. Which is ſdblizing that thing, and being 
gull V. of the . din of Idolat .— 
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their Idols. And that this is jatly chatged 8 


Wy © urch of Rome iſelf,” a8 authorizing - 
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he hid Vrherurion gin chen; bnd hen 
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i KN Non the Conſciouſneſs of this was 


the Reaſon why, in many of their 
of Authority, particularly in their In- 


Arustion before The Office of the Virgin Mary, 


as reformed by Pope Pius the Fifth; this ſecond 


Commandment 1s wholly left out of the ten, 


aud the tenth divided into two, to make up 


the Number. For why ſhould this Com- 


mandment be left out more than any other, 
unleſs it were, that the then Governors of that 
Church were ſo ſenfible of its being a glaring 


I Contra diction to their Doct me and P ractice, 


that they durſt not truſt the People with it? 
— Since, indeed, they have 3 not to be ſo 


modeſt; in ſome Tracts of Devotion lately 


A printed i in Engi % for their People here, they 
join this Commandment in one with the firſt, 


and daringly pretend to reject the Force of it, 


by miſtranſlating the part which they think 
moſt againſt them, in order thereby to leave 
8 to evade it. Inſtead. of ibeu ſbalt 


not Bow. dum to them, nor worſhip them, 


they from the Vulgate lay, thou L not 
ADORE nor awwor/hip them ; and pretend, that 
tho they do how, dawn before them,” the y do 


not agere them.—But the Original Word 285 
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© Lag 'C'DU RE IV. 307 
and el 1 t hs 5 Rr of Rome herſelf makes 
nothing of the idle Diſtinction between bowing > 9s 
bon before an Iinage, and bowing down 10 "= 
ſeems very plain from her Office for Good Ni- 
' day, in Which there is an Hymn ſung to tho 
_ Croſs: itſelf, which in their own Tranſlation: 
heg s thus, Hai / boly. Croſs, 10 THEE not. 
before thee). der bow /—In ſhort, the Practice 
is:ſo/ſhocking, as to be vety. prejudicial not 
only to their own Souls, but to Chriſtianity it- | 
if ; the Heathen themſelves, who are not 
dolores us; are offended at it; and all the Pre- 
tences made uſe of to excuſe or defend it, 
may be made uſe of by the idolattous Hea- 
| thn in Defence of Ks Worſhip, and will as 
ſtrongly. prove, that there was never any ſuch 
thing as Idolatry in the World, as that the 
Church of Rome is not guilty of it —How 
wicked and how dangerous then mult it be 
to Men's Souls; to hold Communion with her! 
How. great is our Happineſs, and how great 
ought to be our Thanks nef for it, in being 
able to learn our Duty from the Words — . _ 
himſelf, and not from the corrupt Traditions =» | 
es Commandments of Men lr — But to re- 
Tc 0 thels hoo kinds Fs cory 3 Hache : 
the Apoſt] adds a kind of _ Idolatry; 5 
whi conſiſts: in placi ag our Affections ſo 
: ſtrongly-6 on any earthly Thing, as to forſake 
God, and diſobey his Laws in order to attain 


itz;which 3 is in reality preferring it before him; 


or er 3 
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ſhall thus baſe #fffont him, 
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in their national Cap pacity be 


al Ponidments for theſe” 


0 oaths Aa is ti 
big of ſuch laſting temporeP Evils to 
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God himfelf, Gen. XX11, 16. and of St. 5 vi: 
Rom. i. 9. and from the 8 * the 
latter, that Oarbs ars allowed for Confirmation, 
in hut an End to al Strife, Heb. vi. 16.—Bar 


8. — 1 he Gage oxi. our of 5 to 
ke Pos bp. up. in our Minds A: conſtant Venera- 85 
him, and our ſhewing this Veneration 


| 1. alt our Actions, and on all Occaſtans. —Our 
Hleſſed Lord commands us not only to abſtain 


| ORE from ſinenring at all 


the: by the Heaven, nor by the Earth; &c. but 
ket your Communication, or Converſation, e 


Jeu, yea, and nay, nay, Mat. v. — That Oaths 
xe in themſelves lawful on great and ſolemn 


Occaſions, is evident T the e 


rath ex co Wen re 4 e 


Wee | 1 . 


| 1 1 100 vi. ** | Fit . ii. 5. And therefore 
| Catechiſm expounds thi Lee by 
our bein ng lg fo honows Woe: of poly” None 
and bis ord. e 
The Sanction to this C wh ment is, hat 
Git will nor bold him guilthſs that raketh bis 
Name in pain; — — Sy according to the He. 
brew Manner of * be ITT hoe 5 
rey ranch chem for 1 it. 


Fourth Com. e that oi OM oh 
6 Sabbath-Day.. Six Days ſhalt thou labour 
and dh all that thou haſt to di; but the ſeventh. 
Boy is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: In it 
thou ſhalt do ng manner of Work, thou, and thy 
Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man- ſervant, and 
thy Maid-ſervant, thy Cattle, ant oe Strange 
That is within thy Gates, — . 

The general Import & TY Yommand.; 
8 is, that one Day in the Week ſhould be 
ſet apart from common Uſes, and be bebt 
3 The particular Day Which the Jeu 
were here commanded to ſet apart is the ſeventh. 
— he Manner in which they were required 

keep this Day holy was by ſpending it in 
religions Works, ſuch as the Worthip o 'God, 
and the Contemplation on his Creation and 
Providence; and by reffaining - themſelves 
from all manner of Work on that Day, and 
giving the fame Reſt to their Families, their 
| Servants, and their Cattle. The Reaſon given 
for chooſing this ae of 28 is here faid te 
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| lemory of the Creation of the World 3 

becauſe God . to be ſix Days in cre- 

ating it, | and e, or rather left off to work, 
n the s | * For in = — the Lord 


"the Lord eſe. or * GnGified, the 
: 7 oe it, or ordered it to 


6 that thou „ a Serves" in w—_ La 1 
of Egypt, and that the- Lord thy God: brought 
ther out thence through a mighty Hand, and by 
a fretrhedl. out Arm; therefore the Lord thy 
Cod commanded tec to keep the Sabbath-Day. 
And the Reaſon why they were obliged to 
keep it in that very rigorous Manner, by ab- 
ſtaining from all kinds of Labour whatſoever, 
was; thereby the better to commemorate this 
Reft of the Almighty after the Creation, and 
their own Reſt upon being delivered by him 
from the ondage' of Egypt; and to give Re- 
freſhment to their Labourers, eee o- | 
Cattl n the ſeve tbou ſhalt reſt, 
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Fences Silas Reels hit off. 
e Xecafions and Temptations to them by 
requiring — us wits nar 6k Sobriety; and Tem- 
perance; and by commanding 145 to Labour - 
and Diligence | in our honeſt Callings; that we 
may be ſo far from wanting, and being there- 
by tempted to defraud others, as 40 'bave 70 _ 
Ker fo ow that needeth. h 


The bn. . is, e foal . 
ir hear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour. — 
Which the Goſpel extends not only to bearing 
falſe Witneſs againſt bim in a Court of Juſ- 
tice, which; is the higheſt Crime of this fort; - 
but to all Injuries done to the Characters or 
tation of others in nit rr either 
. railing or divulging fulſe Reports, or even 
by ee true ones which are prejudicial | 
to him 2orthout Cau +——Nothing but its Ne- 
ceſity to ſome publick or private Good can 
authorize our — the real Faults of 
others to their Prejudice; and much more: 
criminal conſequently it muſt be to invent, 
report,” or aggravate groundleſs Scandals.— 
And therefore the Apoſtles forbid. all Wbiſ- 
perings, Railings,” Tale-bearing, Clamour, and 
Evil-ſpeaking ; and our Bleſſed Lord, in or- 
5 der to pluck up theſe. great and common Evils 
che Roots, commands us not 3 our 
Neighbour's Reputation, even in Thought.—. 
. him not, ſay s he, that ye be not judged. 
—And't our Duty 1 not only to e- 
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the Goſpel; and it is from the whole very 
evident, That (as the next Queſtions and Au- 
Auers ſhew) they contain our Duty towards. 
20d, and our Duy towards our Neighbour. 


That our Duty towards God is contained in 
thi ſingle Precept of loving him with all our 


Hearts, our Minds, our Souls, and our Strength; 


which our Bleſſed Lord calls the firſt and the, + 
great Commandment, becauſe it relates to our 
Maker, whom we are fir; to obey, and be- 
cauſe it comprehends all the other Particulars 


n For he who loves him 


thus ſincerely, will faithfully believe in him 
yhom he loves; will fear, leſt he ſhould pro- 
wke him to Anger; will ore him as his 
God and Saviour; will give him Thanks for 
all the Bleſſings he receives from him; will 
put his whole Truſt in bim, to deliver him 
in all Dangers; will call upon him conſtantly, 
to defend and ſupport him; will honour: bis 
boly Name and Word, and all that is any way 
related to him; and will not do this for a Time 
only,” but will ſerve him thus fruly and affec- 


tionately all OP FD bes 8 And laſtly, 
Voz. * That 


Ub contalied in this —— Rule of 2 bim 
as our-ſebves, or, in other Words, of doing t 


all Men as ue wo they bond 'do unto us; 

on which, as our Blefſed Redeemer: likewiſe 
obſerves, hangs all the Law which reſpects our 
N eighbour, becauſe it comprehends all the 
other Particulars of our Duty t to him. For he 


Who will behave himſelf in this manner to- 
Wards others, muſt he, honour, and ſuccour 


bis Father and Mot ber, becallt he defires that 
Affection, Eſteem, and Affiſtance from bis 
on Children. He muſt honour and obey the 
King, and all that are put in Authority under 
bim; "becauſe he would expect they ſhould 56. 


nour and obey him, if he was in Authority, and 


they his Subjects. —He muſt ſubmit himſelf to 
all bis Governors, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors, 
and Mafters-; becauſe he might with Reaſon 
expect the ſame Submiſſion from them, if he 
was the Teacher and they the Diſciples. —He 
muſt order himſelf lowly and reverently to all 


bis Betters, Kea he deſires the ſame decent 


Regard from all his Inferiors. He muſt hurt 
10 bouy by Word or Deed, becauſe he would 
have no body hurt him.—He muſt be true and 

juſt in all bis Dealings, becauſe he expects 
Truth and Juſtice from other Men. He muſt 
Bear no Malice nor Hatred in bis Heart, be- 
cauſe he deſires that others would forgive him. 
He er Leep bis Hands from picking and 
 realing, beca uſe 15 deſires that no Ng would 


W | ſtteal 


N 2 * 1 * FEISS, 5 5 5 4 : : — 
% oe we Pha” ß . os: as 


2 ; . „„ 
4 > 4 N of a a £m, : > you 0 5 3 
MI . 2 5 . 8 * ? SE * ed 0 $47 * 1 


%% ]ðĩ . . tu, es /n. 7 


2 e + > 


ho. wo 


c 


, 4 5 5 N — * 3 ? IS 2 ws a " $6. e „ 
* TRE _ * ＋ N gs . - — * . N 63 : 4 2 
4 5 * 1 T1 : % 1b He, of 8 7 $ 8 Tx 8 — * 2 83 * 2 5 4 be 3 4 „ 7 a 7 
r r 2 . W e 4. * * * * LL”. Rr * p . " * * L {oo 2 a 1 
2 WH 2 Page . 1 y 8 * y_ ” 4 7 * N , 2 was Oo 5 + $18 
2 WY 2 F . : . 4 9 4 * 3 » % 
n 4 < So "#4 * y 7 7 * * 27 © *%- 
„ > ns 5 a * : 5 ; « 2 . dt bay 
r 1 ? IIB p 1 < . _ 7 
fe OE IC * . þ - ; 


LECTURE WW. 40% 


ical from him. He muſt keep bis Tongue 
from Evil. ſpeaking, Lying, and Slandering ; 
"becauſe he reſents it as the greateſt Injury, if 

others cenſure, defame, or backbite him. And 

in order the more effectually to keep within 


theſe Bounds, he muſt keep his Body in Tempe- 


rance, Soberneſs, and Chaſtity, thereby to avoid 
as much as poſſible all Incentives to injure 


others; he muſt not / covet or defire other 


Mens Goods, as to endeavour in any unjuſt 
Manner to get them to himſelf ; and that he 


may not be tempted to do this, he muſt 
learn and labour truly, that is, honeſtly, = 
get bis own Living, and to do bis Duty in 
that State of Life, into which it Hall . 
aa? to call Lm. x 
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* 7K Wa now gone a the bel 
M/ Parts of our Baptiſmal Vow, and 
VV ſeen what we ought to avoid, to be- 

Ad aid 70 do; and I ſhould therefore pro- 
ceed no farther, if it were abſolutely in our 
own Power to diſcharge all the Parts of it. 
But alas! every Man's Experience muſt con- 
vince him, that he has a Law in his Members, 
which is continually warring againſt the Law 
of his Mind, and bringing bim into Captivity 
to the Law of Sin and Death, that his Incli- 
nations and Paſſions are ever prompting him 
to tranſgreſs his Duty; and that hrs carnal 
Mind is not ſubject to the Law of God, neither 
indeed can be (Rom. viii. 7.) by his own z 
Power only. —He therefore muſt have ſome 

Divine Afzfance to enable him to perform the 

Duties of a faithful Chriſtian ; and fince the 
| Holy Scriptures teach us the proper and neceſ- 
fary Means to obtain that Afitance, the Cate- | 
chiſm goes on to inform us in the Nature and 
the Neceſſity of the Means we are to uſe, and 
of the Numer in which we. ought to uſe 
them.—Theſe Means are Prayer, and the Sa- 


 craments of the Chriſtian Church; and we 
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Ah, To pray with Earneſineſi and Perſeue- 
rance, Eph. vi. 18. when we atk. for ſpiritual 
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